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ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is to study the myths about the Chineseness in twelve
Hong Kong’s movies during periods before and after returning to China. It aims to explain
the differences and similarities about Chineseness during the two periods. This research is
a qualitative research in its nature with descriptive analysis that based on the concepts of
storytelling, alteration of social and cultural, as well as Semiotics Theory, for finding the Myths

about Chineseness from both periods. The results of the research are as followed:

1. The myths about the Chineseness are the selective process which means only selecting
some parts of myths about Chineseness to combine in the movies. There are not the whole provable
truths, such as the western modernization, the poverty of Mainland China, including myths about
gender inequitably in Chinese society as well. All of myths are only constructed by Chinese and

Hongkonger filmmakers.

2. The myths about Chineseness during both before and after periods shows dynamicity in
itself . Especially the period after returning Hong Kong to China. The myths about Chineseness are
tend to be more socialism. After the reunion, there are the infiltration of the political power from

mainland China via Hong Kong’s movies.

3. The myths about Chineseness in period before returning Hong Kong to China represent
in the way of violence fighting the evil, egocentric, and segregation of Chinese and Hongkonger by

language differences. In the period after returning to China, myths about Chineseness have been



represented in a more peaceful and simple ways of life, concept of public interest before

self-interest, and segregation of Chinese and Hongkonger are separated by education.

4. The similarity of myths about Chineseness from both periods are reflected by admirable
characteristic of Chinesenese, appears in the form obligation to pay back in return of favor,
be honest, unselfish or devoted, love family, love people in the country, and do not discouraged to

obstacles.



