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ABSTRACT

The study “Thai-Lao Border Trade and Border Landscape Change in Chong Mek Area,
Sirindhorn District, Ubon Ratchathani Province” has three objectives: 1) to study border trade and
border landscape; 2) to study factors influencing the border trade; and 3) to study border
landscape change in Chong Mek Area, Sirindhorn District, Ubon Ratchathani Province.

The data used in this study are satellite imageries, trade information from field survey,
questionnaires and interviews, import-export statistics from Chong Mek customs office and
number of people passing the Thai-Lao border from Ubon Ratchathani immigration office. Data
analysis concerned visual interpretation of satellite imageries, statistical analysis, and point score
analysis.

The results of the study showed that there are two types of border trades, international
and local. The international trade has obtained highest trade values from both import and export
goods, especially woods, cabbages, diesel fuel, and consumer products. On the contrary, the local
trade has gained very low values comparing with the international trade as significant goods are
agricultural products, garments, and non-timber forest products. According to the factors
influencing the border trade, in general the most important is physical factors; then followed by
social, political and policy, and economic factors respectively. Comparing among all factors in
detail, it is found that the demand of goods from both countries becomes the most significant
factor, followed by language communicated among people, appropriate topography, and different
natural resources between both countries respectively.

In term of border landscapes and their changes, at the beginning of border trade period,

the physical landscape observed along the border were forest areas while the cultural landscape



composed of a small one-story building made of wood used as the border checkpoint office,
officer and people houses and temporary one-story shop houses situating at the border check point
and two-lane laterite road connecting Thai-Lao border. During the second period, the significant
physical landscape along both borders was forest areas of which some were changed to
agricultural area, residential area and commercial area. For cultural landscape in Chong Mek area,
owing to the border trade expansion, there were more houses and shops occurring around the
check point area; however the check point building and the road to the border line were
unchanging. In Lao border area, the land use types were similar to the first period. For the last
period, the physical landscape in both borders had little changed when some forest areas were
converted to agricultural lands. On the contrary, the cultural landscape had significant changes
according to the border trade expansion and Chong Mek comprehensive plan. As consequence,
there were many new constructions: the new immigration office, the new international check
point office, upgraded four-lane asphaltic concrete road, new concrete houses and commercial
buildings as well as some facilities such as parking area, and automated teller machine. The same
changes were also found in Lao border area such as the new immigration office, and the new
international check point office, and a new free-tax shop.

In the future, it seems that the international trade can increase as Lao consumers still
need construction goods, fuels and some consumer goods while the local border trade will be
diminished according to fewer varieties of goods and facilities for tourists. It is necessary to
promote more tourist goods and some facilities especially free-tax shops, restaurants, coffee

corners, and clean toilets.



