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ABSTRACT

A research on Emotional Geographies in a Multicultural School in Mueang Chiang Mai District,
Chiang Mai Province has three research objectives: to study adaptive behaviors among cross-ethnic
and cultural students and behavior of classmates, teachers and other people towards these multi-
ethnic students; to understand emotional relation and ethnic perception among cross-ethnic students,
classmates and teachers and; to analyze relation between adaptive behavior and ethnic perception

affecting physical and social spaces.

The result showed that all routine activities of students were controlled by school. Each activity has
been regulated by the rules of the school such as standing in line, desk arrangement and equipment
installation in school area and also monitored by teachers. These formalities have effected
individual relations and interactions. Specific activities varied daily and occurred only in specific
times of the days. However, these special events have effected an imagination of students which
resulting in the expectation later on. The expected outcomes were likely to be avoidance from the

control of school.

These multi-ethnic students were homogenized by the pupil uniform and school regulation to
dissolve the ethnic and cultural differentiation. However, that was in theory only. Field experiences

and informal discussion with students revealed that students did not express their ethnic identities



under the spatial power of school and the presence of teachers. To be able to observe the ethnic

expression and perception, researcher needed to emotionally convince these students personally.

Discourse of ethnicity affected emotion and sense of ethnicity which led to a sense of belonging to
the group. Strong bond between the ethnic groups expressed in the form of social network such as
playing football together among the boys. Within the same ethnic group, girls tended to get together
through chatting. The ethnic girl students were likely to have their social space for their ethnic

group in certain physical space.



