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ABSTRACT

Although HIV/AIDS has spread into Thailand for almost three decades and the risk population
groups has been changed in a more diverse and complex patterns, the research on the coping
strategies of the HIV/AIDS infected people by using approach in medical geography has been
limited, particularly in microgeography. Therefore, the objective of this study has two objectives:
1) to study the coping strategies, both to disease and to the living, and 2) to study a change of
spaces, both physical and social, of HIV/AIDS infected people. The study populations are 28

HIV/AIDS infected people, aged 20 years or more.

Results from in-depth interviews showed that HIV infected people have different attitudes,
behaviors, and pattern of acceptance. Symptoms are an important part of coping with behavioral
diseases. The symptoms have affected attitudes and change behavioral of HIV infected people. It
makes HIV infected people have different coping strategies and health care. For the coping
strategies with emotion, it was found that most of HIV infected people show negative emotion
when they first recognized the infection. After that HIV infected people have adapted with
emotion and attitude to be able to accept themselves. One of the important factors is the role of

health institution that affects proper attitudes and understanding of the disease.



For the change of spaces, it was found that all of the infected people have used spaces in different
ways. The study of changing spaces has divided spaces into physical and social spaces. For the
change of physical spaces, it was found that nothing has changed much because the limitation of
income. Moreover, there is also a factor in the onset of infection with no-sign symptoms due to
the use of anti-virus drug regularly, so there was no need to change physical spaces. For the
change of social spaces, it was found that interaction of HIV infected people has changed.
Especially, relations with neighbors and the community. It makes HIV infected people to avoid
the area of social spaces because it has offensive gesture and gossip of the infection from the

neighbors and the community.

Findings from this study help understand more about the coping strategies and the change of
spaces of HIV infected people. This would lead to the more understanding and acceptance of
infected group in a society as well as help in planning for public health institutes, and other

institutes responsible for space/area planning at all levels.



