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ABSTRACT

In the recent economic development of the country, the process of production has
mainly emphasized exportation depending on technology, imported production factors, as well as
chemical and synthetic substances.  Agriculturists overused natural resources that caused
unavoidable problems, including ecological and health. Due to these problems, sustainable
agriculture, or alternative agriculture has been established through the cooperation of the
communities and progressive agricultural organizations. In Chiang Mai Province, non-
governmental organizations have given an impetus to agricultural method by establishing an
institute—The Institute for a Sustainable Agricultural Community (ISAC)—in which the main
purpose is to propagate alternative agriculture to the communities. Alternative agriculture concept
has been promoted in Don Jiang Village, Sob Peung Sub-district, Mae Tang District, Chiang Mai
Province since 1999. However, it was found that only 22 households or 17.05% of the entire
households followed the concepts. Therefore; this study is aimed at emphasizing the alternative
agriculture and the processes of ISAC to encourage the community of Don Jiang Village and to
study of certain conditions which alternative agriculture cannot be widely introduced in the

community.



The research was a qualitative study among a group of agriculturists who have
practiced the sustainable agriculture, a group of agriculturists who have gone back to chemical
agriculture and also ISAC’s staff. Research methodology included in-depth interviews on the roles

of ISAC towards alternative agricultural in the community.

The study found that ISAC—a nongovernmental organization—has established the idea
of sustainable agriculture related to the ecosystem, agriculturists’ economic conditions, and fair
trade support. The conceptual idea was aimed at solving agriculturist’s both production and
marketing problems to achieve the self-sufficiency under the concepts of integrated agriculture and
organic agriculture. There were the learning process, the factor management, in which agriculturist
decided to follow alternative agriculture; regarding internal factors—social and economic factors—it

has shown the management of social factors particularly the role of families

Although ISAC as a non-governmental organization has effectively instilled the
alternative agriculture conceptual ideas and promoted processes to Don Jiang Village, some
agriculturists have gone back to operate commercial agriculture resulting dominantly from

economic factors. These are difficulties beyond ISAC’s means of management.

Therefore, further studies should be focused on the government’s proceedings, NGO-
support and agricultural policy, for instance; agriculturists’ debt management, revolving loan funds
for production input and forming substantial organic agricultural groups along with encouraging
effective NGOs which run on comprehensive plan to promote alternative agriculture. Cooperation

will benefit for agriculturists.



