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Abstract

The objectives of the study of the management of the Ping river riparian area by Faham
community, Mueang district, Chiang Mai province are as follows: 1) to study the development of
the Ping river riparian area utilization 2) to manage the Ping river riparian area and 3) to search
for the guidelines of management of the Ping river riparian area in the future by Faham
community, Mueang district, Chiang Mai province. This study is considered a qualitative
research. Observation, interview, group discussion, information from relevant research report
document and activity participation of community were used for the study. The main groups of
people providing information were such as group of community leaders, group of government
officers and group of people using the Ping river riparian area. The information gained was
analyzed according to study objectives by the content analysis, the connectivity analysis and the
inductive analysis which was used in the study result presentation in descriptive form.

The result of the study found that the development of the Ping river riparian area
utilization of Faham community was divided into 3 periods as follows: first period between
1961and 1987, the construction of the superhighway road resulted in the land within the
community to be more attractive to businessmen and government officers. They made a trade of
the land located along Ping riverside and in the community to construct residences and develop it

as land and housing estate. The second period between 1987 and 1995 was the middle ring road



construction, change in land tenure from the locals to the outsiders, shoal Ping river, the problem
of the intrusion covering up the riparian area with soil, watercourse dredging, sewage and waste
dumping, the development of the area along both side of the road, the higher price of the land,
capitalists cornering the land and developing it as trade business district or housing estate. The
third period between 1995 and present was Faham sub-district administrative organization
establishment and being promoted as Faham municipality later on. There is also the continuous
change in the use of land as the land for agriculture has been changed to be residences,
commercial buildings and housing estate. Moreover, the community has been improved to be
more modern. Finally, the government policy of watercourse dredging to solve the flood problem
in Chiang Mai has caused the destruction of the biodiversity of ecology long riverside affecting
well water and underground water used by people in community.

As the development of the city has led to many problems, the community leaders, sub-
district headmen, the heads of village, members of sub-district administrative organization has
gathered to consult the solution for problems happening in the Ping river riparian area. The
problem of intrusion into the Ping river riparian area will be solved by using the roles of members
of sub-district administrative organization, community leaders, district chief officer and legal
battles principle. The strategy of having respect towards the spirit house will be used for the
problem of sewage and waste dumping. The problem of watercourse dredging can be reduced by
negotiating to determine the area for the dredging. As for the problem of the destruction of
ecology long riverside and deduction of the biodiversity in Ping river riparian area, the
community leaders and school must work together in planting the local trees. Moreover, for the
flood problem, the community leaders and locals must acknowledge that this area is the flooding
area. After the flood, they always help in cleaning and prepare area for activities. In addition,
there are two main organizations managing the Ping river riparian area such as Marine Office 1,
Chiang Mai branch working under annual planning and Faham municipality. The organizations
has managed to use tradition and culture in creating the prolonging the life of Ping river
celebration, provided the management of the Ping river riparian area by telling the history of the
place and planted the trees including integrated project planning activities working together with

other sections.



The guidelines of the management of the Ping river riparian area in the future by Faham
community can be separated into two groups. The first group is in reference to policy matter such
as the control of the land along riverside utilization, the conservation of natural environment and
community’s traditional way of life and the reinforcement of knowledge and understanding for
every party so people can realize the value and the importance of the river as well as participate in
preservation and development. Moreover, they manage the organizations and improve the
relevant law. The second group is in reference to practical matter such as restoration of the
ecology balance in the river and riversides as well as development of management process of
Ping river and riparian area belonged to the community. In addition, raising of awareness and care
for the river by the members of the community must be continually promoted and supported. The
role of public participation in river conservation and development should always be opened for all

sectors to join and share.



