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Abstract

Management study for long term sustainable ecotourism in Tambon Kue Chang, Amphoe
Mae Taeng, Chiang Mai Aim: 1) To study the condition of the ecotourism in Tambon Kue
Chang. 2) To study the problems and obstacles related to tourism management in the community.
3) To propose a suitable approach to managing the eco-tourism and environmental sustainability.

The researchers have collected the data by observation and participating in the
ecotourism, but did not take part in the interviewing and questionnaire in the project.
The targeted audiences are divided into 3 groups.
Group 1: Interviews Former forester of Amphoe Mae Taeng: 1 person, Administration of
Tambon Kue Chang: 1 person, Village Elder, which are Elders from different villages: 8 people,
Tour operators: 5 people, Resort and Home stay operators: 5 people, Total: 20 people.
Group 2: Questionnaires Foreign tourist and Thai tourist by random sampling: 100 people, Local
villagers living in Tambon Kue: 100 people.
Group 3: Interviews, Government officials, private sector and Local villagers: 20 people.

To study the physical context of the Environment, society and eco-tourism in Tambon
Kue Chang., is very rich in natural resources. The land is covered with rainforest and the Mea

Taeng River which gives moisture to the area throughout the year. What is appealing about the



area are the natural resources, full of beautiful forests. The clear clean water, which has 3 levels
for rafting will give a challenge and excitement to the visitors. There are many places in the area
with wonderful viewpoints to see. The Elephant conservation and the fishery conservation is a
great tourist spot for all year round. The main occupation of the community is agriculture. The
most crops grown are rice and corn. The management of the district's Elephant Conservation is
divided into 2 parts.

Partl: Management by the private sector.

Part2: Management by the public sector.

The majority of the community will take part in managing and the development of the
Tour site. It will help the community in raising awareness on the conservation of natural resources
and the culture of the area.

The problems that have occurred in managing ecotourism, which has cause the most
environmental impact. 1. The increasing amount trash in the area. 2. The management of water.
3. The Natural ecosystem 4. The conflict of ideas between the community, private companies and
public sector. 5. The loss of privacy in the community due to accommodating the visiting tourists.
6. The loss of identity of local the community.

The local residents and visitors are still lacking the knowledge and understanding of
environmental management and The majority of the villagers do not see the important of eco
tourism that is growing and the natural recourses of the area. They do not understand how tourism
can help provide an income for every individual and not just rely on their current agriculture
income. Mostly, the problems occur in the tourist attraction being managed by a small group of
people or a small group of families. These small groups do not understand the negative results
that will happen in the future if change does not take place. The negative result will affect the
environment, society, and conflicts might arise between the public and private sectors It will not
make eco tourism long lasting in the community.

The appropriate approach to managing ecotourism and environmental sustainability is

arranged in 3 processes.



1. To encourage the local people to participate in the many activities. 2. The management
of the Environment and Natural Resources. The public and the government policies should be
given a chance to propose clearly the rules and regulations, regarding the control of the tourist
from destroying the local natural resource. The local’s point of view is consider a positive insight
for natural resource, society, culture knowledge, which can be use to help manage ecotourism.
This will help the local to be a self sustain community. 3. The interests of the community should
be open to private entrepreneurs, so they can express their opinion. To show their ideas and
participate on the planning and manage the tourist within the district. The most important aspect
is to make the locals understand how crucial it is to conserve the natural resource of the area.
Needing to know the problems and how to arrange the management of the natural resources in the
environment. Being able to control the natural resources with new creative ideas will help reach
the appointed goal. Like using the surrounding natural resource to make into products. Learning

and management is the heart and key to improve the development of future sustainable.



