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ABSTRACT

This study has the objective to study how social and cultural changes influenced oral cavity
health care behavior of Poe Karen hill tribe children in Pa Rai Nue child Development Center, Phra

Tad District, Amphoe Mae Ramad, Tak Province, and how to best handle the changes.

The methodology used was qualitative data collection by both informal and detailed
interviews of family and the community, combined with basic information of the area from

documented data.

The study shows that economic development, transport and technological advancements,
together with urban cultural influx of the community caused significant socio-cultural changes in
lifestyles and family structure. This resulted in altered behavior of caretakers, especially the parents,
to increasingly leave home for work and let the grandparents (or other relatives) to care for their
children, which had major influences towards cavity health care behavior of the children in the

community.

However, the above-mentioned developments led to individual efforts in incorporating
external changes to their own routines. Since the level of learning and adapting differs across the
community, the thesis concludes that it is crucial to scheme cavity health care development plan for

the children, in accordance with rapidly-altering living conditions and social influences.



