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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at analyzing parents perspective towards malnutrition and dental caries of
preschool children in child care centers at Tambon Sanpeesuae, Mueang district, Chiang Mai
province. Specially, analyzing the opinions, perspective, belief and realization on oral health and
malnutrition, oral health care behaviors, consuming behaviors, as well as prevention and treatment
behaviors after realizing that they have dental caries or malnutrition connected to living condition or
context of each family. This study was a descriptive research. Data collected were information on
malnutrition and dental caries of 108 preschool students and in depth interviews with 14 parents
along with the collection of documents from service centers. This study was conducted from

January to July, 2014.

Results of the study showed perspectives of both local and different ethnic parents. It was
revealed that consuming behaviors influenced malnutrition and dental caries in preschool students.
Moreover, changes from agricultural age into industrial age affected lifestyles and cultural
consumption which led to malnutrition and dental caries. In addition, meaning, prevention and
treatment, along with impact were analyzed and realized. In conclusion, parents had same opinions,
perspectives, and understanding. However, the way to apply principles into practice in real life

depended on contexts and living conditions of each person.



