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ABSTRACT

This thesis is entitled “ ‘Factory Kathoeys’: Transgendered Lives and Selves of Migrant Labors
from the Northeastern Region” set within the context of migration from rural (villages) to
industrial zones, this thesis focuses on the construction of “Self” in “Kathoeys” (Male-to-Female
Transgender person). It seeks to investigate how they construct and represent their “selves” in

new circumstances.

The emergence of “Kathoeys” in factory space is situated in the development of industrial sector
under the Project of Eastern Seaboard Development. In particular, the rapid expansion of
industrialization in Eastern Region has led to an increase of demand of low-skilled laborers for
factories. Moreover, “Kathoeyness” has been reinterpreted by capitalism as workers who are

’

“strong like a man but cautious like a woman”. Such interpretation makes “Kathoeys” an onset
for factory productivity in light of a flexible capitalism at both employment and operation

processes.

This study has found that “Kathoeys” adjust their “Selves” from “masculine/feminine mixed-
attribute” to be more “feminine and beautiful women-like attribute” in order to be more accepted
by others. This is especially evident when they migrate from villages to industrial estates. In

contrast to the countryside where “Kathoeys” present a “funny” identity (masculine/feminine



mixed-attribute), “Kathoeys” negotiate through a “beauty and feminine consumption culture” as

an urban middle class identity.

Furthermore, the construction of beauty and femininity is not a monotype. It involves various
ways which depend on personal conditions and limitations. This study explores the construction
of femininity through the body, which reflects the imagination and understanding of
“femininity”. This study argues that “femininity” is not an essentialised innate soul or “Truth of
self”. It is the social construction with rules or codes of “Gender” in the specific society and is

subjected to the power structure of gender norms in society.

Finally, “Self” construction is dependent on their living conditions and circumstances. This
includes the changing ways of lifestyle, freedom from parental control and the economic
gain/autonomy they receive from working in the factories. Besides, the accumulation of cultural
capital such as experience, skills and knowledge, in urban living make it possible for the

construction of their new identity.



