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ABSTRACT

This research studies forms and existence of Chao Soe Khan Fa hero narrative in Tai Yai (Shan)
Culture. It examines fifteen documents and field data collected from interviews. The result shows that
Chao Soe Khan Fa is the great hero of the Tai Yai ethnic group. His narrative follows traditional hero
narrative pattern that is miraculous birth, extraordinary life, obtaining magical objects and performing
heroic deeds and power including great skill in battlefield and good governing. More importantly, a
characteristic so unique to his narrative is the connection between him and tiger stories since a tiger is
regarded the ancestry of Tai Yai people. The tiger is later become a symbol of the Tai Yai ethnic group.

Therefore, it is always presented in contemporary paintings of him to signify Tai Yai identity.

The result of fieldworks also illustrates that the narrative of Chao Soe Khan Fa has been lost from
the Tai Yai people’s memory for many years because of the political crisis. However, it is revived by
combining it with nation building narrative in order to recreate ethnic consciousness of the Tai Yai
peple. Moreover, his narrative is delivered to Tai Yai people through many channels in order to create

an imagined community.

The Doi Tai Leng Nation School of Shan State Army (SSA), Tai Yai temples and monks, and Tai
Yai scholars are the three primary factors that successfully reconstruct the narrative of Chao Soe Khan
Fa for Tai Yai community. While political issues, belief and the ethnic consciousness of the Tai Yai are

considered the secondary factors.



In conclusion, the story of Chao Soe Khan Fa is an important narrative for Tai Yai society. He is

presented as a symbolic figure of nation building as well as the protector of Tai Yai people.



