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ABSTRACT

This thesis had the purposes of investigating the types of violence and its impacts through
the analysis of the seven novels (1979-2011) based on the Middle East or Arabian culture by Sopak

Suwan and the “violence theory” by Professor Johan Galtung.

The study revealed that Islamic beliefs are influential to and play a great role in the way of
life of the Arab people. Even their laws are influenced by the Islamic religious text, al-Koran, along
with the rites and ritual traditions of the desert people as reflected in the severe punishment and

penalties governing the society.

From the research on the violence found in the respective novels, it was found that the
author has presented some aspect of violence in many of his works, in particular a number that
reflect three types: the direct, physical violence against oneself by killing and the death penalty;
structural violence such as inequality between men and women as well as the limitation of women’s
rights and freedoms and lastly cultural violence advocating righteousness of both the direct and
structural violence to the extent that it could damage a person’s body, mind, reputation or even

cause death.



Therefore, it can be concluded that the violence presented in the novels resulted from the
domination of rules and regulations as well as the culture and tradition that restrain and conform

them to conventions.



