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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to identify the unique architectural characteristics and the
transformations of Tai Yai vernacular houses in Khun Yuam district, Mae Hong Son province,
Thailand. The study period is between the year 1831, the year the community was founded, and
2015.

The method of this study is qualitative survey and field research. The author collected
architectural, social, and cultural characteristics of Tai Yai communities in Khun Yuam district
through eyes-witnesses and personal interviews. The respondents of the interviews came from a
wide range of backgrounds, such as villagers, community leaders, local experts, and scholars. The
author also assimilated the architectural information from 29 Tai Yai houses, located within 3 areas
of Mae Hong Son province, namely Meung Pond village, Tor Pae village, and the municipality of
Khun Yuam district.

The study reveals the dynamic transformation of Tai Yai houses from its original forms. The
houses adopted new appearances that have characteristics akin to the Lanna style. The functionality
and usage of area within and around the houses are also adjusted to fit to the owners’ requirements.
The influences of this transformation are environment, economic, social and cultural factors.
Nevertheless, Tai Yai people still maintain their architectural identities. They still apply their beliefs
to their housing construction and organization of living space inside the houses. These findings
indicate the ability to conserve their cultural identity, while adapting to the dynamic change of

society.
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