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ABSTRACT

Truth telling regarding diagnosis and prognosis to persons with cancer is an important
issue in clinical practice. Truth telling to patients is a challenge of health professionals, especially
in family-oriented countries like Thailand. Understanding attitude of patients regarding truth
telling is essential for improving quality of clinical practice. This descriptive research aimed to
examine attitude towards truth telling about diagnosis and prognosis among persons with cancer.
A purposive sample of 377 adult persons with cancer was recruited from a cancer hospital from
March to May 2015. The attitude towards truth telling about diagnosis and prognosis
questionnaire developed by the researcher was used to collect data. The questionnaire composed
of three components of attitude, namely cognitive, affective, and behavioral variables. Data were

analyzed by using descriptive statistics.

The results of the study revealed that:
1. For attitude towards truth telling about diagnosis, 98.40 % of the study participants
reported high level for total scores. Most participants also reported high level of attitude in terms

of cognitive (98.93%), affective (89.12%), and behavioral variables (96.29%).



2. For attitude towards truth telling about prognosis, 96.82% of the participants reported high
level for total scores. Most participants reported high level of attitude in terms of cognitive
(96.29%), affective (82.76 %), and behavioral variables (94.96%).

The findings of this study can contribute to our current understanding of attitude towards
truth telling about diagnosis and prognosis of persons with cancer. The patients’ need and attitude
regarding the disclosure of diagnosis and prognosis should be assessed before making decision in
clinical practice. Further study should be done to identify appropriate methods of truth telling

about diagnosis and prognosis for persons with cancer.



