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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were 1) to study about a Hindu god mediums development in Chiang
Mai and their role in Fonphi, a local rite of Chiang Mai and 2) to describe about the events
connection of making ideology authority of Hindu god mediums, as the symbolic interaction
meaning and terminology through the area of performing Fonphi in Ching Mai. The research design
of this study used qualitative research and collected information via participant unstructured
observation with in-depth interview of 14 Hindu god mediums and 8 local god mediums in Chiang
Mai including used semi-structure interview of 5 experts of the topics these related to this study.
The information analyses of this study are separation of information, grouping the information and

making the relationship pattern for conclusion.

The results of this study found that the medium of Hindu gods in Chiang Mai became visible or
occurred after Dev Mandir, a Hindu temple, was built since 1997. The multi-culture led to increase
the new small culture including Hindu god mediums that was the expansion of their social space
through the belief of their gods, who were highest thing over ghosts and spirits. This phenomenon

appeared in Buddhism’s social only.

Three Kings Monument was identified as the city authority from the faith powers of local ghost
mediums via the spiritual area. Moreover, the historical value was recovered by the meaning of

symbolic interaction through the area of ritual performance. The parallel relationship between local


http://www.gotoknow.org/posts/50672

ghost mediums and Hindu god mediums on the role of historical heritage was represented by the
empathy of Hindu god mediums via the area of ritual performance, Three Kings Monument, similar
to the local ghost mediums. This phenomenon was occurred from their feeling and attempt to
engage in historical heritage through the acquisition of political and free economy, culture and
impulsion of economy, which was uncontrolled. Thus, they were the processes of cultural heritage
in this study and were concluded as the Chiang Mai’s culture in the period of the modernization and

urbanization of Chiang Mai city.



