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ABSTRACT

This study attempts to understand the development of social transformations among
farmers in the Isan countryside, starting from the pioneering of agrarian land development,
becoming workers and entering a non-agrarian carrier of plastic bag trader, through the analysis
of transformation in a research site. The study also discusses the networking of trade, strategies
and tactics of Isan female plastic bag vendors travelling to various Isan provinces to sell plastic
bags.

In addition, the research also demonstrated that becoming plastic bag vendors leads the
villagers to have cash on hands, which in turn creates change in folk culture such as the Bang-Fire
festival. The festival is now so organized that there is more development in money economy such
as selling ticketes in Bang-Fire festivals (selling tickets at the gate) and betting in the Bang-Fire
contest field, in which there is a great a movement of cash flows.

Moreover, in this thesis the research explained the role of the women concerned in the
process of production mixed between working in the agriculture sector and plastic bag
vending,which “traveling far and wide” affects change in the “world view” of their traditional
mentality.Such change paves the way for the presentation of “Self” of each rural Isan woman

differently, depending on one’s accumulated learning experiences.



It was found that the plastic bag vending career based on money economy creates change
in the livelihood of the villagers who mostly are landed and practice farming in parallel with
plastic bag vending. Furthermore, meeting with different people in different place along their
travel routes while selling plastic bags is one of the factors whereby they come up with the

presentation of the “modern self” of the female plastic bag vendors.



