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ABSTRACT

This thesis employs ethnographic fieldwork to comprehend the relationship between
historical, social, and political contexts and the problem of the lack of citizenship among the group
so-called "Thai Plad Tin Phak Nuea", whose members comprise ethnic Tai Lue and Tai Yaun
people in Phayao province. Through the conceptual frameworks of citizenship, nationalism and
"community of practice", this research investigates their practices of social and cultural citizenship
to achieve their struggle for legal citizenship rights, and studies their everyday practices to live their

lives in the local community.

The study shows that members of the "Thai Plad Tin Phak Nuea" have become the alien
residents of the Thai State under the provisions of related laws on citizenship and immigration.
However, their alien status was closely linked to the political contexts in the Thai and Lao states
during the cold war; the definition of citizen by the Thai state guided by official nationalism which
emphasize national security of the nation-state; being good members of the State; an expression of
"Thainess" as stated by the State; and loyalty to the monarchy. These factors were conditions that

made people who crossed the border of the Thai nation-state as the "Thai Plad Tin Phak Nuea" to



become "the others" or "partial citizen" deprived of full citizenship rights usually enjoy by other

Thai people.

Through the approach of the "community of practice", the study finds that the "Thai Plad
Tin Phak Nuea" is a community of those who have struggled for the legal citizenship rights through
their practices of social and cultural citizenship. This community of practice has shared similar
suffering from the lack of citizenship. Together, members have learned and practiced through
various activities in order to express their rights and duties; to empower themselves; to do services
to the society and the country; and to build the network to facilitate their activities which aim to
achieve their goal and to solve the problem in their daily living. Through these practices, this group
has become the "community" whose goal is to achieve legal Thai citizenship rights. Importantly,
this community serves as the space for adjustment and survival for members. Significantly, the
practices of activities which aim to empower members in order to secure their livelihood have
enabled the "Thai Plad Tin Phak Nuea" to continue to live their normal lives and to take care of
themselves within their own community - "Thai Plad Tin Phak Nuea", as well as gaining acceptance
from the local community where they now reside because of their adherence to local membership
rules. Thus, despite lacking citizenship, members of the "Thai Plad Tin Phak Nuea" do not live the

"naked life".

The study also shows members of this group to be "active citizen" through their practices of
various activities which adhere to local membership rules, and through participating in group's
activities in order to create eligibility, empowerment, and sustainability for members. Moreover,
because of their duties to all levels from the community to society and the nation-state, and their
networking with various socio-political units, this group have exercised the multi-layered
citizenship. Importantly, through their practices of social and cultural citizenship, group members
who remain without legal citizenship have become "active" citizen who are more active than those

Thai people who have legal citizenship.

The result of the study testifies the main argument of the thesis that the phenomenon of the "Thai
Plad Tin Phak Nuea" is the one in which members of the group have significantly proposed the
major shift in the conception of citizenship of the Thai State. Instead of stressing on State security

(and State power) and the loyalty to the monarchy, members of this group have shown the



indispensability of the idea of belonging - both to the local community and to the group, in the
consideration of membership in the national life. Their practicing of social and cultural citizenship
and as being citizen of the local community have testified to their ability in defining a new meaning

of citizenship which eluded the definition usually arbitrarily set by the State.



