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Abstract

The study aims to examine the economic system of the traditional Lan Na kingdom during
the 14th-16th century. For a deliberate investigation, this study bases on various categories of
evidences, effective and deep interpretation, and focusing on specific time. While the economics
system in Lan Na kingdom was plainly described as the motionless system and having slightly
changing, the new knowledge of its organization are revised to the age of the greatest local
transition in term of economics which related significantly to the contexts of Southeast Asia and
other regions commerce. Around that time, there was diverse benefits from natural resources and
the potent location for trade which brought about the prosperity to Lan Na kingdom. As a result, the
Golden age of Lan Na kingdom in the mid of 14th century as the inland trading state occurred along
with the expansion of Chinese and Westerner commerce simultaneously. However, the most
important factor which sustained the glorious of Lan Na kingdom in the Golden age in the last two
centuries, during the 15th - 16th centuries, was the local condition-social consumption. The process
of trade and economic growth led to an emerging of ‘the traditional market economy’. It can be said
that this economic system was the seed of consumption economy in the Lan Na kingdom. This
phenomena, led to the new status for indigenous merchants and artisans who emerged along with
the economics expansion and also the sharply increase of trade and markets, which were shown
through social status and donations for religious. Consequently, the economics in Lan Na kingdom
around that time changed delicately. It was reflected through the demand of reading and writing

literatures among new status groups, the rich people included ‘Sakriiai’, ‘Séttht” or ‘Katimpika’.



