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ABSTRACT

This research study has 3 objectives. First, to study the development of land
holding in the community. Second, to study role and policy of Mae Tha Sub-district Administrative
Organization on land security y in an aspect of holding land for making an living. Third, to
investigate community knowledge and its influences on land holding security and on reducing
environmental destructive behavioral in the community of Mae Tha Sub-district, Mae On District,
Chiang Mai Province.

The research was utilized both quantitative and qualitative methods. Data was
obtained by using questionnaires distributed to 300 households in Mae Tha Sub-district,
interviewing 60 people comprising of local government officers, community leaders and local
scholars. The study was also used documentary and historical research for data collecting from the
period of community settlement up to the present. Content analysis was used for qualitative data,
whereas the descriptive statistics such as frequency distribution, average, percentage and standard
deviation were used for quantitative data analysis.

The study found that 1) the existing community comprising of various and
diversity of ethnic groups of people who migrated here for the initially purpose of finding land for

being their residential homes and making just enough for living of agricultural products. Then when

)



government invented a policy of transferring a property into money capital as the same as focused
on the nation wealthy based on forest concession and encouraged agriculture on monoculture. The
villagers gave a highly important on framing for money than for subsistence one which led to land
invasion and made it become a serious problem of natural resources degradation which liking to
cropping in the community. This caused the community to have a collectively analyze the problem
and tried to find the solution to solve it by themselves. 2) Mae Tha Sub-district organization,
according to the Constitution of Thailand, the office has a responsibility in taking care and policy on
local natural resources for the local community in terms of land security in making for living and
having a good quality of life. Moreover, the office operated in the community by integrating
theories with local wisdoms on the matters of local land and community management in order to
gain community recognition and cooperation. This will be benefit and useful in term of
sustainability resources usage. 3) The local wisdoms and knowledge on land for making the
community living derived from community accumulation of experiences, working and practices
with trial and error, it was found that most of the lands were inherited from ancestors. It was popular
and it was secured for the community to have a document of right for particular individual since it
made a villager has a confident in fully developing his or her land. In this case, Mae Tha Sub-
district Administrative Office have a role in encouraging and supporting the community tocomplete
the cycle of land development. The villagers believe that they have enough land for making their
own living if there is a proper land usage. If it is so it will lead to reduce in community
environmental destruction. All the knowledge the community has namely, land security in making
for living, natural resources management, sustainability in cropping, community operating and
managing in terms of having plans both of living and district, and knowledge transferring, will make
the community into the conditions of healthy and be able to make uses of limited natural resources
in a sustainable way.
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