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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research are 1) to study the Roles of Sunpong Subdistrict
Municipality, Mae Rim District Chiang Mai Province in Local Development 2) to analyze
problems, obstacles involved in the development of San Pong municipality and 3) to give some
recommendations regarding problem —solutions in local development and role development of San
Pong municipality. In-depth interview and participatory observation are used as a method to collect
data from three groups of informants consisting: 1) a political group of San Pong including a mayor
and a president of San Pong municipality council 2) a group of bureaucrats and 3) a group of
community leaders, both official and unofficial, in San Pong district.

The results of the study indicate that San Pong municipality has played important and
different roles in community development. Politically, it is instrumental in mobilizing local people
into developing their community, which is done in different ways such as collectively staging a
developmental plan and making a local development networking process. Economically, it supports
career development to those people working in both within and outside an agricultural sector
through funding and training. Socially and culturally, the San Pong municipality promotes
traditional preservation and local wisdom. It also motivates the people to take pride in their local
identity and communal way of life. In addition to this, other aspects of local development have also
been formulated in accordance with developmental plans determined by different organizations
including national economic development plan, Chiang Mai city development plan, local

administration plan and municipality development plan.



With regards to problems and obstacles involved in the development of San Pong
municipality, it is found that local people are not aware of the important role they have in
participating in the local development due to their lack of understanding in the developmental
process and the respective legal procedures. Other problems include certain social contexts such as
meticulous proceedings which delay the working process, the limited budget and the insufficient
Public Relation effort.

Based on the results and the problems mentioned, it is recommended that the local
administration take account of effective integration and implementation of policies imposed by
different authorities and sectors as their important role. Proper allocation and distribution of budget
to every developmental trajectory is also important. In addition, an interdisciplinary approach to
development planning among local authorities, state and private organizations and public sectors for

sustainable development has to be made a priority.



