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ABSTRACT

This study aims to understand the social movement of the Karen cultural producers in the
northern Thailand. It focuses on the effect of government policy on the Karen culture which leads to
the natural resources and indigenous right movement. These movements have gained him national
right recognition which the governments have given the agreement of revitalize of Karen Culture.
(August 3, 19) The author will focus particularly on the issue of social movement and identity

politics.

The study will show that the Karen have been struggling in the social movement,
especially in the field of the preservation of natural resources. The Karen have gained a recognition
through their cultural capital and being able to redefine the ethnic identity from hill tribes, destroyer

of forest to the Pgaz K’ Nyau, friendly forest dwellers.

The result of this study manifests clearly the historical struggle of identity politics. The
Karen social movement have not stop at the struggle to be forest dwellers and forest users, but the
aim of the movement have shift from the right of forest dweller to the equal citizenship. It is a
constant and ongoing movement that has developed from the struggle against the state

discrimination to an equal national and global indigenous right.



