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ABSTRACT

This thesis seeks to understand dynamics of border and border regulation in a Thai-Lao
border community through studying the cross-Mekong rice trade in Baan Bok Hin (pseudonym).
The rice trade is situated in multi-layered boundaries. The cross-Mekong rice trade is perceived as
space weaved by power relations between the village's entrepreneurs, Thai partners, local
authorities and border authorities. I traced the trade route from Baan Bok Hin back to Baan Naa
Yai (pseudonym), rice mills, and rice production communities on the Lao side. I incorporated
technique and tool for data inquiry from related actors in order to come up with information about
development of the cross-Mekong rice trade. The rice trade has been governed by three patterns
of relationship in three periods including: kinship relationship (B.E. 2540 — 2549); organizational

relationship (B.E. 2550 — 2553); and power relations (B.E. 2554 — 2555)

Rice trading as means of livelihood security begun as small group of traders who relied
on kinship for capital accumulation to import rice from Laos. In the following phase, the rice
trade was managed by organizational relationship. Groups of traders became larger consisting of

members who contributed with types of capital each of them possessed. Each of the members



were labeled with different position and assigned to be responsible on different tasks including
capitalists, boat drivers, truck drivers, rice carriers, coordinator and manager. The structure and
management pattern made commercial-scale trade possible. In the following period, the rice trade
exploited the existing structure to trade commercially in larger scale. In order for the traders to
survive border regulation while setting up the contract with border controllers, they negotiated by

presenting the rice trade as space for members who supported each other to secure their livelihood.

Nonetheless, during B.E. 2555, the growing trade ceased to exist due to large publicity about
loopholes in the controversial Rice Mortgage Scheme implemented by Pheu Thai government. One
of which assumes that the cross-border rice trade from neighboring countries are being stockpiled for
the scheme. The phenomenon has put pressure to border regulation which led to suppression of the
cross-Mekong rice trade in Baan Bok Hin. After that, the traders who possess various types of capital
have adapted themselves to other modes of income generation including trading of commodity which

was more illegal than rice and trading in local border market.



