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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to examine management of in and off seasonal longan production,
cost, benefit and problems as well as obstacles in the longan production. Adopting data from farmers
who cultivates in and off seasonal longan in 2015/16 crop year in Maa Keua Jaae subdistrict, Muang
district, Lumpoon, the study has performed purposive sampling by in- depth interviewing six longan
farmers with small, medium and large farmland possession. Biaokhiao which belongs to slow-
growing longan type is grown in the period of in seasonal cultivation, whereas, Lour is chosen for off
seasonal cultivation. Farmers cultivating in seasonal longan own 3 various farmland sizes including

4, 6 and 13 Rai, while off seasonal longan farmers possess farmland size as 2, 8 and 12 Rai.

According to the results, farmers mostly obtained longan cultivation knowledge from their
associates. From agricultural labor, family labor is majorly employed and most farmers use plant
spacing 8x8 meters. The essential agricultural tools are utilized in longan cultivation. For water
resources, most farmers use reservoirs and natural water resources, utilizing sprinkle for watering.
They look after longan trees by applying chemical fertilizer and manure. Moreover, beneficial
microorganisms are used as plant grow promoter in off seasonal longan cultivation. Farmers considers

of pruning longan tree into the desired shapes and spraying insecticide.

Problems and obstacles concerning in seasonal longan cultivation are weather and cost of

fuel. Mostly, the problems are associated with marketing, distribution, accumulation of members to



perform negotiation and price regulation, harvesting period, market distribution, competitor, and
ensure marketing support. While, off seasonal longan cultivation has minor problems including
cultivation and plant caring. The study is found that these major problems are caused by dealer and
cost of potassium chlorate. Demanding specialists for plantlet production training, farmers need some

assists from government to regulate pricing of dealer.

With regard to the benefit rate of investment, farmers who own large farmland earn the
highest net benefit as 9.03 baht per kilograms compared to the others possessing the different
farmland size. Due to low cost, they employ non- monetary cost, for example, using green manure
from banana tree. Moreover, cost of utilizing fertilizer and chemical reagent are quite low as the result
of great amount of stocking, which means that it is more cost advantage in this management. Farmers
construct water sources by means of sprinkle system in order to reduce cost of electricity;
consequently, leading to profitable investment. On the subject of off seasonal longan cultivation,
farmers who own medium farmland earn net benefit as 20.15 baht per kilograms as the consequence
of similar management to in seasonal longan farmers. However there is still different exploitation of
chemical reagent technology between these 2 cultivating period that is, pouring potassium chlorate
on soil instead of direct pouring aims to minimize working time. Although off seasonal longan
cultivation spends higher cost of plant caring than in seasonal longan cultivation, there are more
advantageous of price and market channel than the other cultivating period. Therefore, off seasonal
longan farmers earn greater benefit than the other ones. As in seasonal longan cultivation uses
Biaokhiao (slow-growing longan type) and they are enabled to merchandise in higher price. However,
as deeply considering advantages and disadvantages of both longan cultivations, to summarize, off

seasonal longan cultivation is supposed to be the reasonably alternative choice.



