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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study: 1) knowledge, attitudes and practices of farmers
following organic rice export standards in northern Thailand, 2) factors related to a level of
knowledge, attitudes and practices of farmers following organic rice export standards in northern
Thailand, 3) problems, obstacles and needs of farmers following organic rice export production in

northern Thailand.

The samples used in this research were 186 organic rice farmers for export, in 5 northern
provinces for production year 2015/16, who were members of The Sukha House (Thailand) Co., Ltd.
A tool used to collect data was interview forms which were closed questions and open- ended
questions. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics such as frequency, percentage, mean,
maximum, minimum and standard deviation. Pearson's correlation coefficient was applied for
Hypothesis test. Multiple regression analysis was applied to find the relationship between independent

variables and dependent variables.

The study indicated that 54.80% of organic rice farmers for export were female with average
ages of 53.73 years old. The graduation was in grade 4. The average of household agricultural labor
forces were 2 persons. The average of organic rice growing areas were 7.7 6 rai. The average of
planting experience was 3 years. The average yield of organic rice was 543.83 kilograms/rai. The
average of total annual income was 10,074.67 baht/rai. Most farmers were in debt. They received
organic rice production information 1 to 2 times per year. Most farmers received the information from

fellow organic rice farmers. The farmers were trained about 1.42 times/year and contacted with



agricultural extension officers about 2.38 times / year. The farmers had the high level of knowledge
for production process following organic rice export standards. The farmers had attitudes toward
organic rice export standards at agreeable level. The practices of farmers following organic rice export

production standards were in high level.

The study of factors related to the level of knowledge in the production process of farmers
following organic rice export standards showed that contacts with agricultural extension ofticers had
a positive relationship with the level of knowledge in the production process of farmers following
organic rice export standards. Statistically significant factors related to farmers attitudes toward
organic rice export production standards such as education level, organic rice product, received
information, received training had a positive relationship. Income from selling organic rice had a
negative relationship with the farmers attitudes toward organic rice export production standards.
Statistically significant factors related to the practices of farmers following organic rice export
standards such as sizes of organic rice production areas, received information, attitudes had a positive
relationship. Contacts with agricultural extension officers had a negative relationship with the

practices of farmers following organic rice export standards.

Problems and obstacles in organic rice production of farmers were lack of water resources.
Mostly the production relied on rain water. Quality of seed did not reach the standards that caused
poor quality products. There was a labor shortage in production and no successors to inherit. There
was an outbreak and insecticides could not prevent it in time. The farmers could not expand

production due to limited production areas.

The farmers’ needs to produce organic rice were as follows: 1) increasing purchase price, 2)
providing inputs such as organic fertilizers, biopesticides with inexpensive price according to farmers’
needs, 3) improving rice seed quality to reach the standards so that the farmers could get quality
products and increased income, 4) requiring The Sukha House ( Thailand) Co., Ltd. to supply tools
and agricultural equipment such as tractors, rice planting machine, rice harvesting machine for the

farmers to borrow or hire-purchase with reasonable price.



