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ABSTRACT

At present, there are many real estate businesses of housing development in Chiang Mai,
including detached house and townhouse. The emergence of housing development business is due to
migration for working as well as the changes of time and attitude of modern people towards
housing. From the data of changes in residential price in Chiang Mai between 2004-2005, it was the
beginning of the emergence of housing development businesses in townhouse category. It spread
out around the city and in the city. The style of townhouse in the past is small house at the size of 4
meters width minimum, 24 meters length maximum, and 3 floors maximum. The houses are
constructed in long row consisting of about 10 houses. They may have one floor, two floors, or three
floors. They are built on the land at the size of 16-30 square wah (ministrial regulations, volume 55,
2000). From initial information, I am interested in form and the use of townhouse in the past.
Therefore, I surveyed the areas and found that Poekaew village consisted of small townhouses with
only 4.5 meters width. Most of their expansions are made at the front, back, and side of the houses.
Merchants usually modify their buildings to suit their occupation. They separate their space as shot
fronts and storehouses. They can adjust their lifestyles and usability with their limited space for

maximum benefits according to their usage. From the data mentioned above, I am interested in



studying space usage behavior and expansion of townhouse in order to find guideline for townhouse
management, case study on Poekaew village, Tonkham Road, Tasala, Maung, Chiang Mai. The
study is focused on behaviors of merchants. The methodology consists of literature review, study on
relevant concepts and theories, initial survey on the study area, field study using interview,
observation, photography, and sketch. The criterion was determined to select 8 merchants’ houses,
of which internal and external spaces are expanded and utilized for business purpose. The results
can be concluded to categorize space usage behavior and building expansion into 2 groups: 1.
People who want shot fronts 2. People who do not want shot fronts. This leads to following
suggestions.

1. Guidelines for those who own their shops: I have designed by spacing about 3.80
meters from the front area to the entrance. This space is dedicated for business, which can be
conveniently access by customers. The space intended for business is separated from personal area.
The residents can choose the flexible wall, which can be moved or modified. The residents may
choose to open or close the area, such as glass sliding door and wooden partition.

2. Guidelines for those who do not need shop fronts: I have designed the interior with
open space that supports business activities. It connects living area with storage space for products
being delivered. Due to the residents’ behaviors, movable furniture should be used to locate and
separate business space from residential area. Both areas can be used collectively by setting
schedule of activities. For example, daytime is assigned as working hours and nighttime is for rest.

3. The architecture, designer, or entrepreneur in real estate sector should disseminate the
understanding about laws, regulations, and penalties in accordance with Building Control Act and
knowledge about building expansion to the residents to make them understand correctly about
modification. Furthermore, this will reduce problems with neighbors and control future problems

due to improper expansion.



