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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research entitled “Communication Process of Political Semiotics of
People's Democratic Reform Committee (PDRC) Between A.D. 2013-2014” is to examine the
political communication process used by the PDRC during 2013 and 2014. Qualitative research
methods, particularly content analysis and in-depth interview are employed in this research. Content
analysis focuses on the protest leader—Suthep Thaugsuban’s Facebook account, analyzing his
pictures, articles, video clips, and interviews during one-year period of the political assembly from
October 31, 2013 and May 22, 2014.

The findings showed that the PDRC’s communication process of Political Semiotics was
effective involving sender, message, channel, and receiver. The sender encrypted outgoing semiotic
political message sending via effective channel, and in terms of receiver, there were various types of
receivers and massive number of them. Due to the use of effective factors including channel and
message, the receivers could receive the content and spread it to the greater networks. By all means,
this reflected the effort to communicate semiotic political message which could be explained as
listed below.

In terms of sender, the findings indicated that Suthep Thaugsuban could give the people
recognition for rights to freely hold political assembly based on democracy using peacefully
demonstration. Furthermore, he positioned himself as an experienced scholar who had different
personal attitude and dynamic emotional expression to gain trust from the people. His persuasive
techniques included dynamic emotional touches and motivation.

In terms of message and semiotics, the result showed that content was arrange in a

systematic way, namely word and language use, emphasis on words, well-rounded content, and



symbol use to put emphasis on objectives of the political assembly, along with encouraging the
participants to actively take part in the gathering. The semiotics could be categorized into three
groups: objects as symbols included Thai flag, whistle, and money, persons as symbols included
Suthep Thaugsuban, Yingluck Shinawatra, and Thaksin Shinawatra, and groups as symbols
included the People Directory, Thaksin Regime, and Red Shirt.

On the aspect of communication channel, the most frequently found was Facebook photos
with captions, and the second frequently found was photos with words inside them. Also, Suthep
Thaugsuban used new media—Facebook as his main channel to build network and hold political
assembly as it allowed two-way interaction and quick message delivery system. In fact, it can be
said that new media—Facebook was used as main channel to create network and to call for
assembly because its features allowed discussion, exchange of knowledge, or encouragement over
the receivers to interact with posts such as going against the amnesty act and Thaksin’s regime.

Regarding the receiver, the findings showed that the population agreed and accepted the
difference in political standpoints. Election was considered vital part of democracy, and everyone
had to respect one another’s rights and freedom based on the law and regulations to avoid societal
chaos. These people welcomed political news exposure as some of them used to participate in
previous political assembly or political rally or even gave a speech for such assembly. Television,
radio, publication, and personal media were popular channels for them. The research population
could be equally divided into two groups: sharing the same attitude with the PDRC—from the
opposite standpoint of the United Front of Democracy Against Dictatorship (UDD) and the
opposite—sharing the same attitude with the UDD, believing that the PDRC created chaos and
stood against democracy. The UDD side shared believed that this group represented the grassroots,
and the PDRC side believed that the UDD were savage and the leader was completely irresponsible.
In terms of Suthep Thaugsuban’s reputation perceived by the population, they believed that he used
his reputation or image to persuade people, coupled with his expertise in communication to create
motivation. The decryption of messages showed that there were three types of decryption used by
the receivers: preferred reading, negotiated reading, and opposition reading. Preferred reading
referred to the PDRC since they had faith in Suthep Thaugsuban, so they agreed with the encrypted
semiotic messages; for example, the People Directory’s phrase—a good person is a patriot.
Negotiated reading referred to both the PDRC and non-PDRC members as this reflected different

negotiating points from the two groups; for instance, non-PDRC members negotiated that “money”



referred to participatory rather than sacrifice. Opposition reading referred to non-PDRC members
who went against the encrypted messages such as the one said that the Red Shirt were bad people or

thieves.



