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ABSTRACT

Research subject, Rare books management in the Thai national library. The objectives of
the research are as followed. 1) To study the current situation and current issues that occur in the
process of managing rare books of in Thailand national library 2) To study the use of rare book by
users of the Thailand national library and 3) Develop a guideline to manage rare books for the
Thailand national library. The research methodology used in this research are Mixed Methods, the
data were collected in 2 parts. 1) Qualitative data, collected by interview staff of the national library
whose jobs are related to the management of rare books, both in management level and operational
level. Members per group is 13 people, in totals 26 people from 13 locations of the national library,
research tool used was semi-structured interview and 2) Quantitative data, data was collect by
asking from the sample group who were the rare book user of the national library a total of 305
people, and a questionnaire was used as a tool, the return of questionnaire is 291 sets or 95.41
percent. The study results are as follow.

1) The current situation and current issue that occur in the process of managing rare book of
Thailand national library, study showed that the national library do not have the unit that is
specifically responsible for managing the rare books, and a lack of clear vision, mission and policy
to manage rare books. In human resources and budget it was found that they also lack personal that
have a direct responsibility about the rare books and also a lack of funding related to rare books.

In regard to the management of rare books it was found that the entire national library has
the process of finding and procuring and collecting rare books. For example, purchase, ask for
donations, and making a copy. They use the Dewey Decimal Classification (DC) for organizing the
books. For the keeping and reclaiming of rare books, they have the book shelf for rare books, both
in open and closed shelfs, and have a rare book searching tool. For the service and publishing, they
mostly have a similar method of service and publishing. In the reserved side it was found that have

the process of preserving the books by converting the original book to digital copy.



2) The use of rare books of users of national library, most of the users objective of using
rare book is for study, the frequency of using the service is 1-3 times a years. And use the rare
books that content is in Thai language, the content that most use of the rare books is about history.
The type of rare book that is used the most was the limited editions that have a limited amount of
copies. The type of media of the book use is mostly use of the original book. To access the book
users have to ask for access from librarian or staff, and have online public access catalog (OPAC) as
a tools for help for the search for the book. Users can use book title for searching. The problems that
occur in this section are the access and searching for the book.

3) The guideline for managing rare books of Thailand national library, the researcher would
suggest is to set up a criteria or guideline for managing rare books in writing, and have a clear
direction. The guideline should be set up to cover the operation process of managing rare books in
the following 2 ways (1) On the service and management they should set up a unit that are directly
responsible for rare books that have an organization structure and to have its own vision, mission
and policy setup properly with staffing and a budget. Also it should establish cooperation between
units within the organization and (2) the managing of rare books, It would be beneficial if this
process consists of sourcing and collecting, system analysis and design storage and retrieval

services and publications and book preservation.



