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ABSTRACT

This dissertation is about the study of knowledge and understanding in the citizenship
concept of the undergraduate students of Chiang Mai University majoring in Politics and
Government at the Faculty of Political Science and Public Administration (who used the 2011
curriculum). The main objectives are to examine the level of knowledge and comprehension of
citizenship and the factors that play a part in reinforcing the understanding in the concept. The
findings of the study are expected to be helpful for the development of the political science
curriculum, particularly on the component of citizenship. This study was conducted using a
qualitative research method, which includes statistical analysis, and present the data in the
descriptive format. Theories about citizenship, socialization, curriculum design, knowledge

assessment, were incorporated in the analysis of the retrieved information.

The findings of the study are as follows;

1. More than 50% of the studied undergraduate students majoring in Politics and
Government (Year 56 — 49) show high levels of the knowledge and understanding of citizenship.

2. There main factors that play a role in reinforcing the knowledge and understanding in

the concept of citizenship are found as follows;



2.1 The subjects taught in the program were found to play a significant role in
helping the students understand citizenship. These courses are core subjects such as, Introduction to
International Relations, Introduction to Political Science, Introduction to Law, Local Government,
Politics and Government of Thailand 1, Politics and Government of Thailand 2, Concepts and
Theories of Political and Social Changes, Perception of the Past, Philosophy of Law, Politics and
Government in Europe, Politics and Government in Southeast Asia, Politics and Government in
Russia, Politics and Governments of the United States of America, Seminar on Political Concepts
and Theories.

2.2 The students’ years of study were found to play no significant role in the level
of knowledge and the gaining of understanding of citizenship.

2.3 The student’s individual factors of sex, academic performance, income, and
types of news information consumed, were found to play no role in the level of knowledge of
citizenship. However, sex, income, on the other hand, were found to have influence on the level of
the understanding of the citizenship concept. Female students tend to understand the concept better
than male students. And the students who have more income tend to understand citizenship better
than those who have low income.

The study has made some suggestions to help the development of the citizenship
component in the political science program for Political Science’s undergraduate students in the
future as follows. The first suggestion is that all courses in the program should have the component
and activities of citizenship integrated into. This integration should take into account of the
relevance of the concept to the content of the original subject. This would allow the students for
each subject to learn the concept according to academic standard and understand how the concept is
relevant to the social reality and see how different social mediums, such as family or journalist, can
help promote the concept. Another suggestion would be that the process of socialization should be
achieved in a similar direction. And to make this process really practical, students and academic
staffs must collaborate and are aware that they are part of the process in developing the knowledge
and understanding of citizenship. Achieving these steps would likely result in the maximization of

the integrated concept of citizenship in the curriculum.



