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ABSTRACT

The research has the objective to study on changes in border of private space and shared
space in Japanese houses through Japanese films from post-world war II to 2000s. This research uses
Japanese films featuring domestic life and families along with reviewing several types of related
documents which include various researches, architecture magazines, academic papers, and housing
plans as research materials. By studying through films, it can demonstrate the whole image of space
borders and visualized how space is used practically by dwellers, following the plot line of the story

that has sequences of event tension.

The research found that changes in border of private space and shared space has related to
increasing individualism due to socioeconomic shifts since 1970. Individualism has become the main
factor that causes a family model cannot maintain its standard, as seen in the films that each dweller
use spaces differently from its function. Additionally, the research also observed share house, a
residency that gain popularity in 2000s, and how spaces inside share house is used. It was found that
individualism had developed into a new kind of individualism which allows users to share spaces
flexibly and temporally depending on the changes of their lives’ conditions. Such usage of house

reflects destabilizing social situation and an attempt to seek for a new bond of pseudo family in Japan.



