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Sexual risks on HI'V transmission among youth
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Abstract

Thirty-three adolescents aged between 15-24 years old were interviewed with tape
recorder in this qualitative research. All had sex experience and were drug users. The interview
concentrated on sexual behavior, drug use and the correlation of drug use and sexual risk on HIV
transmission. We found that 22 metamphetamine users (18 male and 4 female) had their first
sexual experience and drug use at the age as low as 13-14 years old. Their first partner were their
lovers and hardly used condom. The later sexual intercourse was performed with the same partner
and still did not use condom. The consequence was 6 male adolescents made their 9 partners
became pregnant and terminated their pregnancy by induced abortion. The metamphetamine users
admitted that the drug stimulated their sexual emotion and need more than usual and drived them
to have sex with their lovers. Neverltheless, when continue using it, the effect was less than
previously. But if they had sex, it took longer time for ejaculation. Moreover, some male
adolescents had experience that some fermale drug users had come to ask for the drug and offered
having sex in exchange. Most male adolescents insisted that they used condom with those gitls,
but did not guarantee that their friends did. In the group of 5 heroin injected users (4 male and 1
female) the result was different from the metamphetamine users. There was no sex driving after
drug injection. However, they still had risk on HIV infection by sharing needles and syringes
~ when they did not have enough money to buy new ones. In the group of 6 ecstasy users (2 male
and 4 female) had sex craving, and a desire to touch someone ended with having sex with their
lovers. There were some adolescents accepted that they had sex with strangers and no any self-
protection. Mostly it happened during joining the ecstasy party. We concluded that sex in
adolescents, both injecting and non-injecting drug users, had a risk on HIV transmission,
suggesting that having well-informed about HIV/AIDS among these adolescents did not mean that
they had awareness of self-protection from the HIV infection or transmission because there still be

other factors involved.
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