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Abstract

Community’s attitude towards cooperation with research study on injection drug users’ treatment
and HIV prevention in Ngaw district of Lampang
Prachern Palanan ', Piya Panyarasd ' Tasanai Vongchak " Apinun Aramrattana "

Amporn Kittayo ° et al.

" Research Institute for Health Sciences, Chiang Mai University ? IDU Community Working Group, Ngaw

district of Lampang

Background : HPTN 058 study (Suboxone study) has conducted the research study on drug
treatment of opiate injection drug users using Suboxone® to study the result towards drug
treatment and HIV infection among those people in upper northern provinces as Chiang Mai,
Lampang, Chiang Rai, Payao and nearby provinces. Potential participants in Ngaw district of
Lampang were interested to join the study. The area also consists of various different
communities in both low land and high land. Therefore, the study needs to work in cooperation
with organizations, working units and communities. The study then conducted the community
survey to examine the attitude of related people in communities towards the study before, during

and after the study operation in the area.

Method : Conduct a survey by using 180 questionnaires approved by IRB (Institutional Review
Board) and Injection Drug User Community Working Group (IDU CWG) in 5 sub-districts where
the study participants live. Committees of IDU CWG and community leaders who have been
trained by the study staff in conducting a questionnaire survey in communities with various kinds
of people.

Result : 53% of those who completed questionnaires are male, while 47% are female with the
average age between 25-50 years old. 35.56 % worked in agricultural field, while 30.55 % are
governmental servants, local politicians and students. 85% gets information about AIDS and
drugs from TV and radio, 63.89% from government agencies. They could apply most of the
knowledge learned in their daily lives frequently. Positive attitude towards drug users
(Sympathize, Understand, Pity, Want to provide help, treatment or useful information) is "High"
level (41.25%.) Negative attitude towards drug users (Feel nothing, Worried about property and

safety, Want the government to handle them) is “Medium” (27.11%.) Positive attitude towards



families of drug users is “High” (37.91%), while negative attitude is “Low"” (36.94%.) When
compared drug users and their families, people in the community have a better attitude towards
their families. They felt pity for them and wanted to provide them support.

After the research study has conducted activities with people in the community, they have
better attitude towards drug users, give them a chance to improve themselves and encourage
them. Besides, drug users' families have played more role in community’s activities (80.00 -
95.56%.) They are more active for drug issues (90.56 %), understand and take care of drug users
more (89.44%), understand about the research study more (90.56%) and accept and support the
research study operation (95.56%.)

Conclusion and Recommendation : People in communities involving with injection drug users who
received the HPTN 058 study treatment by Suboxone® have positive attitude towards drug users’
families more than negative attitude, and have both positive and negative attitude towards drug
users. After working in cooperation with the study, people in the community significantly have
better attitude towards the study. Cooperation between communities and the research study
should be run systematically according the specific context of each particular community.
Understanding of the research study should be raised among people in the community, while the
research study also needs to examine the community context for benefits of both parties.
Ultimately, the research study could run the operation effectively and the study result could bring

back the benefit to the community after the study completion.

Funding Agency : The project described was supported by Award Number U01 AI068619 from
the National Institute of Allergy And Infectious Diseases with support from the Office of AIDS
Research, National Institute on Drug Abuse, the National Institute of Mental Health, and the John
E. Fogarty International Center, U.S.A. The content is solely the responsibility of the authors and
does not necessarily represent the official views of the National Institute of Allergy And Infectious

Diseases or the National Institutes of Health.
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