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Abstract

This research work aimed to study the impact of agricultural
technology transfer to the farming families of the Royal Project Foundation. A
sample of 174 families was randomly selected from three groups of famers
planting horticultural ~ crops — vegetable, temperate fruits and flowers. Data that
were collected from interviewing the farmers, using -questionaire were tested
objectively and analyzed statistically  with- the SPSS package. This study was
done from April to July 2001.

Results showed. personal information of the farmers and their
socio — economic. status. The farmers -aged 42 years old in average, married and
did not have proper education. With -six .members in each family, three
members contribute as laber fource in the farming, Being a member of the Royal
Project Foundation extension station for at least four .years, each family owned
form machinery for tilling the land and continually grew vegetables and
temperate  fruits and flowers for their high market value. The impact of
agricultural. technology transfer to the farmers can be summarized as -follows :

1. Economic change : The farmers got higher income from the
higher yield. of their crops. They also realized the necessity 'of higher costs in
inputs to ~get higher vyield.

2...Social ~change : The farmers have more - social life through
interaction with other farmers “in the same group and other groups planting the
same kinds of crops. They also r‘got wupdated information on agricultural
technology through the extension workers of the Royal Project Foundation.

3. Environmental change: The farmers observed deterioration of the
environment as follows: (a) soil became compact making it not suitable for living
organisms , (b) increased water consumption in the production of crops, (c)

pollution of streams due to chemical waste disposal, (d) air pollution, increased



air temperature and decreased relative humidity, (e) extinction of indigenous

crops, because farmers prefer high vyielding crops.

4. Health change : Apioation of agricultural technology resulted to
deteriorating health of the farmers m of using chemicals leading deteriorating

that could lead the shorter life span of the farmers
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(Results and Discussion)
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