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Abstract

An Investigation of the relationship between Family
Characteristics and Symptbms'among in-patients

at Chiengmai Neuro~Psychiatric Hospital

by
Siriperm Chowsilpa

Angkarb  Boonyol

This research was concerned with the investigation of the
relationship between family characteristics and symptoms among
in-patients at Chiengmai Neuro-Psychiatric Hespital by drawing
the data from the neuro-psychiatric patient summary form,

The research was conducted on 4?0 male and 432 female
subjects who were admitted as in-patients during October, 1979,
until September, 1980. These patients were classified into three
groups based on the diagnosis of the World Health Organization
(1978), IcD-9, as follows:- Psychoses, Neuroses and Organic
Disorder. All the patients werelquestioned about their home
town, tﬂéir perception, and family characteristics.

By utilizing statistical tests for percent and chi-square,
it was found that all the patients were from the 17 northern
provinces for which Chiengmai University has educational
responsibility. Among these provinces, it was foﬁnd that the
patients who cane from Chiengmal prbvince, especially from

rff
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Amphoe Muang (district area), showed remarkably higher percent
than the other_provincesn TFourty-four percent of the cases were
diagnosed as neuroses, twenty-eight percent as psychoses, and
twenty-eight percent as organic disorder. As Tfar as seX
differences were concerned, the psychoses and neuroses had
nearly equal number of cases, while the organic disorders

showed nearly half és many more male patients than female.
Concerning perception, most of the patients were normal, but

the psychotic patients showed much more hallucination than the
neuroctic patiénts, and the organic patients showed the least
amount of hallucination. Regarding the family chéracteristics
of 211 the patients i£ was found : most patients were brought

by their relatives for hospital admissionj all the patients had
Thai nationality; their financial status waé. middle class; no
genetic disorder was found among these patients. They lived with
their parents. The foliowing characteristics, although not true
of the majority of the population, stand out as significant
descriptions of this population : many of the patients were
married, with 1-3 children; fheir ages ranged from 25-44 years;
their occupation was agricultural; their education was primary
school U4; they had an average of 3 siblings: many of the patients
were the first born child. Of all these variables regarding
perception and family characteristics, statistical analysis
showed a significant rélatipnship only between the kind of
symptoms and perception, marital status, number cf children,

age level, occupation, and level of educ ation.
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