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Abstract.  : The study on the optimum protein level for breeding hen was
carried out in 50 and 10 native hens and‘cockerels respectively. The birds
were randomly allocated to 5 dietary treatments, each with 2 'replicates.
The diets contained either 16, 14, 12 or 10 percent. crude proteln (CP) in
which proteln concentrate was mixed with ground.paddy and rice bran (group
1-4) or 10 percent protein in which only the latter two ingredients were
equally mlxed without proteln concentrate (group 5). All 'rations were
enriched wlth v1tam1n and mineral premixes to cover the requirement of the
birds. During each 28 day period, cockerels were allowed to mate the hens
“for 14. days. After the chicks were naturally hatched, they were separat.ed
from their mothers and fed with 19 percent CP ration. The result revealed
that the feed intake of the hens decreased with the decrea51ng CP levels.
The birds in group 5, which depended only on paddy rice equally mixed with
- rice bran, consumed significantly less ‘feed than the othef groupé.
However, no significant differences were found in egg performance, breeding
performance, O mortality and weight gain of hens -and cockerels. On the
other hand, results of the chicks at 8 weeks .of age showed growth
rate and .feed intake to be superior with those hatched from hens fed 16
percent CP to those hatched from hens receiving lower protein diets, while

examination of the chicks at the age of 4 ‘weeks showed no significant

differences in all parameters.




