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Abstract

An evaluation research was conducted between November 1992 and
July 1993 under the title "The efficiency of knowledge distribution
by the application of persomnel media based-approach : A case study of
the AIDS awareness initiation in the Chiang Mai sub-urban areas.

Based on the foregoing Aids problems in Northern Thailand. the
objectives of this project were:

1. To study the application of personnel! media in adult
learning process within the sub-urban ‘community context;

2. To evaluate the correlation between the applicatioﬁ of
personnel media and adult learning process: and

3. To find out the product quality of adult learning within the

sub-urban community context,

METHOD OF STUDY

A series of study was conducted mainly in Sanpatong, Hangdong
districts and Mae-Wang sub-district of Chiang Mai Province during
November 1992 and July 1993. This pProcess was administratively
divided into 5 stages: documentary and field survey; instrument
devélopment: sample identification: field-data collection; and

data analvsis.



FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

The findings of the study were as follows:

1. The sample felt that they had gained much knowledge on
AIDS from the application of this innovation diffusion model.

9. The sample could do a further distribution of AIDS
knowledge to three different sizes of recipients - larger groups {(with
more than 25 members), smaller groups (with 2-24 members). and
individual - audiences with a high degree of confidence and success.
Their diffusions were conducted through their own designed procedures,
mostly by plamnning their diffusing missions with their peer
participants and preparing the diffusing methods and necessary media
needed. The most popular methods employed were group discussion among
the participants. distribution of printing media such as folders,
posters. and demonstration in pararell with the use of games,
mini-lecturing, case study, and village broadcasting towers. The
sample focused on the distribution of introduction to AIDS and "how to
live with the AIDS patients savely and understandingly.

3. The sample highly accepted that the distribution of
knowledge through résource persons was significantly and mostly
appropriate (94 %). They felt that this type of diffusion was mostly
suitable with the smaller groups of audiences (94 %), and then with
individuals (93 %) and ‘larger groups (8% %) respectively. They
strongly felt that some types of supplementary media were necessary in
need such as interrogation and group discussion. folders. posters.
dialogues through the viilage broadcasting towers, demonstration'
boards. lectﬁrings, case study and demonstrating the application of

condoms for instance.



4. By and large, this research found that there was a high'
level of correiation between the application of personnel media and
adult learning situations, particularly the distributions of knowledge

on the two different topics of AIDS and "how to live with AIDS".

SUMMARY

In sum., the results of the study on the use of local resources
on a participatory basis were repofted mostly applicable to the local
situations in Chiang Mai sub-urban residents. This model relied on the
participation of local people in their planning and implementation
processes. At first. a number of distributions of knowledge within the
peer groups were highly required and found sucessful. Then. the peer
participants could become another group of potential distributors of
knowledge and relevant information to their relatives and close
friends within their own  community wunder informal and natural
Situations. If there were any groups of local residents interested in
such knowledge, a further group discussion or demonstration or
community forum would then be organized within the same community by
using their primary school premise and temple ground. Finally, a
learning network was developed among the villagers under the close
supervision of the well-trained change agents or adult students on the
basis of sense of awareness and needs of the villagers. By and large,
the researchers found that this model had applied the adult
educational theory of Andragogy in the model deve lopment and
. implementation under a conceptual framework of the Thai nonformal

“educational philosophy of “Khit-pen”.



This research recommended that:

1. Replications of the present study should be undertaken with
various miﬁority ethnic groups in upper Northern Thailand, particularly
the hilltribes and other highlanders.

2. A follow-up study to determine the effects of this
participatory approach upon:

2.1 the reactions of the villagers in general after the
field research:

2.2 any reduction of AIDS patients occures within the
sampling districts following the field research:

2.3 the reactions and attitudes of change agents, and
villagers after the period of one year has elasped.

3. Replication of this present study with other existing
groups of teenagers and adults which have already formed by various
agencies in other similar sub-urban and rural areas in upper—northern

Thailand.





