mslydelyszavgaluetmsdaain

The Use of High Fiber Diets in Poultry
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. The study aimed to investigate the optimum levels of fiber in grower diets of chickens
and ducks which do not induce adverse effect in laying period. Rough rice bran was used as a
source of dietary fiber. The experiment on varying fiber levels in growing chickens was
conducted in 2 trials. Trial 1 was from 15 to 20 weeks of birds age while trial 2 was from 10 to
34 weeks of birds age when birds were at the onset of laying. Feed during these periods
contained 5, 8 and 11% crude fiber {CF). Once the birds star.ted to lay, all of them were fed
the same diet containing 5.8% CF. The experiment in ducks was also conducted in 2 trials.
Trial 7 was during laying period for 6 months and trial 2 was from growing period, started at 14-
18 weeks of age, untill 6 months of faying period. Ducks in this latter trial were maintained on
the same fiber level throughout the experiment. The levels of fiber in both trials were 6, 9, 12
and 15%.
The result was found that 8% of fiber seemed to be optimum in growing chickens. The
higher level (at 11%) caused adversed effects on performances. However, both fiber levels (8
and 11%) in pullets did not induce any harmful effects during '!aying period. Growing ducks of at
least 16 week of age can tolerate high fiber level (8-15%). The optimum level of fiber in laying
ducks seemed to be at 9% since the higher level caused inferior egg production and feed

efficiency, although egg size tended to increase.



