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Abstract

The expansion of cities in Northern Thailand occurred following the growth of non-
agricultural economies, the growing number of Chinese merchants and government officials
appointed by the central government to work in this area, and afso the decline of agricultural
sector which finally forced peasants to migrate into the city.

With regard to Chiang Mai, the excellent location of the city made it the power center
of the upper northern region. There were times in history when the Chiang Mai Kingdom
spread out to dominate the territories under Chiang Tung and Chiang Rung and also the |
western part of the Salaween River. Chiang Mai fought against Ayuthya for several times.
Finally, the stronger Burmese came to conquer Chiang Mai and used it to attack and occupy
Ayuthya. Chiang Mai, the major city situated between the two more powerful rivals, Burma
and Ayuthya, was good for any conqueror to muster greater power in order to defeat his rival.

It was therefore understandable when King Taksin led hié troobs to expel the
Burmese, he took over Chiang Mai and made sure that the Burmese would not be allowed to
rule and make good use of the upper northern region. The Burmese, preoccupied with fighting
against the British, could not return to conquer Chiang Mai. And because security reasons, the
Bangkok government finally ended the colonial status of Chiang Mai and made this northern
capital a permanent part and a city of Siam.

At any rate, the excellent location coupted with the uncoordinated and over-
centralization system, the terms coined by Chakrit Noranitipadungkarn and Chai-anan
Samudavanija, political scientists, quickly made Chiang Mai a major city and later the regional
primate city. The primate city is one where all kinds of economic development projects and
activities are concentrated. It is far different from all other surrounding provinces in both
physical and cultural development. Further, the urban area is far more developed than the
rural areas of the same province.

The uncoordinated and over-centralization system not only has allowed more and more
regional government offices in the province to be set up but also has allowed central level
government offices to be set up in the province. The problem is that the latter function in a

capacity of central-level offices which do not take orders from the regional office. Three major



administration system in Chiang Mai. In 1992, there were 256 administrative units in this
province and up to 76% or 194 units are centrai-level, whereas only 14% or are 35 units are

regional-level and 10% or 27 units are local government units. In this regard, there has really

merely a coordinator and each government unit has its own way to implement its policy and

build an empire,

shaped and determined jts being.



