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ABSTRACT

To study the possibility of using western blotting technique as serodiagnosis for
tuberculosis, in this study, mycobacterium antigens were isolated from Mycobacterinm
tuberculosis and used as antigens. The western blotting analysis was performed in 122 sera
including 52 tuberculosis sera, 21 non-tuberculosis sera, 35 blood donors’ sera, 15 Medical
technology students’ sera which have been te;sted for PPD skjﬁ test, and 11 leprosy sera. The
results indicated that by wsing this western blotting, 84% sensitivity and 99% specificity were
obtained. Sera from healthy persons with PPD skin test negative, borderline and positive gave
negative results. Leprosy sera, however, were 71%, 57% and 33% positive in LL, BL and BT/TT,
respectively. These results, therefore, indicated that this western blotting can be used as
serodiagnosis of tuberculosis. However, clinical feature and other laboratory investigations should

be included.



