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ABSTRACT

At present there are many illegal Thai workers working in fapan .l They need only
money to feed their families in Thailand but their presence is regarded as violation of
Japanese laws. This problem belongs to both Japanese and Thai governments and requires
both parttes 1o mitigate in t.ﬁ.e near future.

Objective of the research is to investigate processes of Thai workers entering into
Japan, thier living conditions, problems facing them while staying in Japan and after coming
back to Thailand. Most important is to evaluate their quality of working life justified by

applied criteria which are applicable to Thai workers.

Research inethivdotogy is quatitative i matore and data collection was conducied
through both Japanese and Thai official reports, formal and informat intervricws,

. observation, and questionaires. Samples include Japanese and That officeres, labor unions,
medical units, non-government organizations, and Thai workers who were in Japan and those
who had come back to Thailand.

Most of illegal Thai workers were male at the ages between 26 -45 years old and.
married. Their formal education attainment was mostly loﬁxer than high school level and half
of them came from northeast of Thailand. Former cccupations before leaving for Japan were
employees, cultivators, and merchants and their incomes generally were not over 50,000
Baht per head a year.

Almost a half of them travelled to J apan by themselves because they knew someone
who had been staying in Japan but 40 percent of the total workers had to depend on brokers’
service which demanded normally 150,000 - 200,000 Balit for a service charge.

After entering into Japan, a half of them had to pay to job brokers who found them a
job at a rate of 100,000 Yen . Most of Thai workers were working in the fields of
construction, labor intensive factories, and food services. They worked § hours a day and 6
days a weék. Generally their incomes were between 150,000 - 200,000 Yen a month or
37,500 - 50,000 Baht a month due to exchange rate at 100 Yen per 25 Baht. Approximately,
their exiaenditures in Japan were between 25,000 - 50,000 Yen a month since most of
benefits were given by their employers. Each illegal Thai worker normally would forward the

money to his family on remittance of 100,000 to 250,000 yen a month.



Most of illegal Thai workers in Japan found no problems in their working conditions
and they thought the coming to work in Japan was a right decision. Therefore they needed no
help. In term of quality of working life, particularlly on ﬁleir compensation, health and safety,
and social status recognized by Japanese were satisfactory. Career development was quite poor
due to the fact that most of their works.needed no skill. Their protection of labor rights was
also at the state of unsatisfaction even though Japanese government tried to offer protection to
them but most of Thai workers were afraid if they reported to authority they might be
arrested and sent back to Thailand.

The most serious problem for illegal Thai workers in Japan was a situation of
unemployment when they returned home. Because they were getting old and their savings

were spent by their families in a non-productive way.

Recommendations : Amount of remittance from Japan to Thailand a year is numerous.
Japanese government has no policy to permit unskilled foreign workers entering into this
country because this may lead to social problems and cause a conflict with labor unions. As a
matter of tact, many small factories, agricultural sector, and food shops are still in need of
foreign workers. Thai and Japanese govermments should realize and solve this problem
together. Also, Thai government should pay more attention to Thai workers in Japan through
non-government organizations. Like the Philippine govermment, most of assistances provided
to her workers in Japan are given through Christian churches. It is not advisable to Thai
government to have a direct assistance to Thai workers since it may be defined by Japanese
government as an act of interference . More over, job provision and consultation for Thai
workers who are staying in Japan and those who have been back to Thailand will be of

benefits to them indeed.



