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Abstract

A survey of coffee pests in open and shaded systems of northern Thailand revealed that
various systems existed, such as; pure stand coffee, coffee growing with forest trees,
coffee growing with fruit trees-for example, peach, chinese apricot, litchi, pomelo or
coffee growing with both fruit trees and forest trees. Majority of coffee trees in farmers’
plot showed poor growth. Plots were cultured with a mixture of cultivars, tall or compact
canopy, rust resisitant or susceptible. There was no consistent tree spacing. No proper
care was taken including, no fertilizer application, no systematic pruning etc. Coffee was
not a major economic crop because other cash crops showed better marketing potential.
Selling of coffee was usually done in fresh cherries to brokers within or outside the
village. Concerning coffee growing systems, a few number cultivated pure stand coffee
while many grew coffee together with fruit trees or forest trees. In unshaded system,
brown eye leaf spot, stem borer, rust, dieback, berry blight, Zn deficiency, sooty mold,
and green scale were common. On the other hand, in shaded system; rust, dieback, Mg
deficiency, stem borer, green scale and brown scale were prominent. Too heavy shade
caused agal leaf spot which was not devastating comparing with other pests and diseases.
Among aforementioned pests and diseases, rust, stem borer, dieback and berry blight were
deleterious since they could cause severe defoliation, reduction of yield and lethality.
Growing of resistant cultivar and proper shading should be recommened to prevent these
destructive agents.



