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Abstract

The research objectives are set to investigate for the development of Architecture in Chiang
Mai, starts from the period before King Mangrai established Chiang Mai to the present. An analysis and
a comparison for this architectural research were managed with the purpose of a pattern dissemination
for the future. Fields survey conducted was based on geography. It is divided into several groups:
Domestic architecture, Welfare & Education architecture, Commercial & Industrial architecture,
Governmental architecture, Religious architecture, Recreational architecture, Parks & other structures.

It was found that the development of architecture began from the time of the settlement of the
Lua. Then, the Tai yon led by King Mangrai, founded Chiang Mai. They were concerned of city’s
location, concept and urban planning. Chiang Mai in the past had reached its peaks, both a glory capital
and a ruin city. Then, King Kawila re-established Chiang Mai. People, the Tais race, moved in and were
followed by some foreigners. There was a malting and unifying of architecture styles. Thereafter, under
Siam government rules, the development of architecture in Chiang Mai exerted rapidly. There were as
follows:

Domestic architecture, a typical house based on vernacular architecture. This indigenous
architecture was a mixture of the Lau and the Tai yon style which was build from local materials. A folk
architecture, a timber and bigger house, were then elaborated for durability and comfort. The classic
Chiang Mai architecture was Kalea house. It has been developed for six hundred years and has its
character and proportional system. During the last century, a timber house was changed under an
influence of other tropical architecture, life style, construction material & technology and education. It
also changed functional and spatial articulation. Until now, a contemporary modermn & applied Lanna
architecture was characterized. Regarding a mansion, a house for commanders in chief, the location was
crucial criterion. It concerned about architecture stylish with in its own period.

American Presbyterian missionaries systematically advanced Welfare & Education architecture

in a century ago. It is mostly modern design and is done by expertise. It has shown functionalism and



non-characteristic architecture. The government's buildings were all standard style. Public and private
colleges or universities buildings were of very interesting architecture.

For Commercial & Industrial architecture, there was considerable duration of evolution mostly
done by foreigner, from one story shop house owned by a Tai yai to Chino-Portuguese architecture
owned by Chinese, There were several styles of row-buildings build by wood, brick and concrete which
signified the improvement of communication and trade. Now, hotels, office buildings, conservation &
tourist attractions, communication & transportation buildings, and manufacture buildings portrayed their
own new patterns.

For ancient governmental architecture, it was similar to a wooden viharn. In the past, Siamese
governmental buildings were located on the West Bank of Ping River. There were western-revival
styles. Later, Siamese governmental buildings were located in the middle of the inner city. There were
still western-revival styles and also standardize style. Now the Thai governmental buildings are located
in the government center, north of the city. Buildings are of standardized Thai-revival architecture.
There were mostly local symbolic decorated by placing Kalea as a gable decoration.

For Religious architecture, since Buddhism prospered and well developed. There is one style of
viharn, uposoth and chedi. The viharn has a unique carve rafter either opened viham or enclosed viharn.
The roof structure was sloped downward near the floor with other decorative wood elements. Some
chedi typology is influenced from Hariphunchai, Burma and Sukhothai. Temple locations were
indicated by aged city’s plans. Later, a Thai-style mixed with the local architecture was introduced.
Christianity, Islamic, Hindu and others developed their place continuously since they settled here.
Furthermore, there was also other religious-related architecture in Chiang Mai.

For Recreational architecture, including sport, entertainment and clubhouses, they were mostly
of modern architecture which were designed for main purposeful function and consisted of variety of
styles. Some parks & other structures were recognized as Chiang Mai landmark.

The spectrum of the development of architecture in Chiang Mai was changed from time to time
with deferent styles and characters. Architects and designers, who take an concrete evidence such as
symbol, material, function and surrounding elements or an abstract evidence such as lightness openness
and shadiness of architecture environment as a design references, must also take into consideration a
building pattern, people and a city elements as well. It was found that the past, the present and the future
of architecture in Chiang Mai has four transformation types.

1. The most common form of architecture change was an automatic transformation from exiting

directed by environment.



2. A deeper form of architecture change was directed by rationalization of procedures. The
transformation and the improvement for living eliminated obvious bottleneck and made buildings
more efficient.

3. A more powerful type of architecture change was Re-architecture, in which construction processes
were analyzed, simplified and redesigned. It involved technology and Revival > Fallade. A7 ¢ =

4. The more radical form of architecture change was a paradigm shift. The paradigm shift involves
rethinking about the nature, geniuses, intensive education and research.

The hypothesis of the research is to seek for a next decade development of architecture. We
may have to decide to automate, rationalize, or re-architecture the architecture repeatedly. And

ultimately we must head for to higher aims to reach for the utmost architecture development.





