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| Abstract

A Study of the Attitudes towards the English Language Teaching
and the Needs for English Use aiter Graduation of
Chiang Mai University's 34" Art Graduates
by
Katbandit Wongsri
Varunhee Boon-Long
Snea Thinsan
The aim of this paper is to study the attitudes regarding the teaching and learning of
English, and the nesd to use English after graduation of the Chlang Mal Unlviersity arts
graduatec, in the year 1988 (34 3 graduating class ). The result of the study is to be used as
a guideline for the improvernent of the present cumiculum.

Questionnaires were sent to the graduates via post and personal contact during
questicnnaires sent, 289 were returned. The data obtained

nalvzed siatisiically by the SP35.
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The main foci of the research are fourfold: the achievement and the benefit of the
English leaming, the teaching and leaming of English, the need o use English in the real
tion, and the evaluation of the study of English. The following is the research summary.

1. The achievement of the subjects is moderate. The receptive skill and the skilt
of understanding the deiayed context are the two best skilis of the benefit of
the English leaming. English is still considered most necessary in the work
force. The subjects use Engiish in the high frequency, in various situations,
especlally the frequent use of the receptive skill of the context. They rated

the use of English in daily reutine the highest.

il



the teaching and learning cumriculum, frequent on-going
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consultation is considered the most appropriate. Direct cantact with nalive
speakers, the part of the teaching and learning activities of listening and
speaking skills, ia rated the highest. For the reading skill, reading short
passages presenis betler results than reading ionger ones. The creative and
critical thinking are highly recommended. Ths writing can be achieved if the
topics are inferesting to the subjects, preferably of their own selection. The
best teaching aids is the one that the subjects can have direct contact with

native speaiers. The use of video as a teaching and learning aid is also

preferred.

3. Different uses of Engiigh in the real sifuation are considered to be necessary.
The use of English that renders Itself to the routine life, for example, the use
of English to interact with other people is rated the highest. Next to that are,
the language use to express oneself, the use of language 1o influence other
people, the language use to refer to things and cther people, while the use

of language to express the Imaginative situation is the least preferred.

4. The evaluation inthe midterm and the final exams are not effective, fortha
subjects think that the two cannot fruly measure their performance. They
prefer the various kinds of on-going evaluation. The evaluation should also
be the kind that the subjects can use fater on in the workplace, such as the
interview. The imporiant point to consider is to use the evaluatlon effectively

with different groups of learners.
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