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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the opportunities and situations for women to
make news by focusing on the inquires about “When will women make news?" and
“What kind of news will women be involved in?” with the expectation qf finding more alternatives by
analyzing the relationship between the mass media and women. It is hoped that this will provide a
possibility to look for and push for the mass media to be free from sexual prejudice so that the society
can make use of the media in creating an appropriate role for Thai women in the future.

The resources for this study were news photography, particularly those from the local newspapers
In the north which tended to be overlooked and which received little attention.

This research focused on women who became news topics in all local newspapers in
the 7 northern provinces, namely Chiang Mai, Chiangrai, Lampang, Phrae, Tak, Phitsanulok and
Nakhonsawan. Two prominent local newspapers of each province which had been continually in
operation were selected, a total of 168 issues. The newspaper size ranged from thase of small tabloid
(11.5" X 15.5"), medium {i2" X 17.58") and standard (15.5" X 21"} and had 8 —24 pages
each. The print was in letter press and offset of 1 — 4 colors. The size of the provinces, the
competitiveness within the provinges and the size of the populations were variables that affected
investment in news photograps. The reéearch discovered that newspapers in Chiang Mai Province had
more space for pictures of women in the news as well as more color pictures than local newspapers of
the other provinces. Furthermere, the picture quality, clarity and sharpness of pictures also
corresponded to the print quality. The newspaper publishers of Chiang Mai acquired
More modern and more sophisticated printing equipment than those of other newspaper publishers in the
other provinces under study. Photographeré were sent to take photos of the women who made news,
which enabled them to get pictures on the spot where the related incident occurred. Nevertheless, the
women news photograps that appeared in Chiang Mai did not account for more than 10 % of the overall
spacé of the issue since giving more space to news photos means more of an investment burden. The
local newspapers in Phrae Province espesially Phrae Kao was a good example of a local newspaper that‘

managed to survive and receive recognition for professional integrity even though its printing method



remained the old letter press of lead block and contained the fewest photos of women when compared to
the other loca! papers under study since photos mean an additional cost of printing, especially with the
block printing system which had the greatest

limitation for photos.

The number of photos,space,color and picture quality in the other newspapers
varied depending on their name and investment capacity, which was not significantly different
When compared within the same province or with those of other provinces. Even though the women
news photos of the Chiang Mai newspapers appeared to be in a higher number, the degree of their being
visually offensive was also high accordingly. This is due to the fact that Ching Mai is very
Competitive in terms of the entertainment industry. The local newspapers in the other provinces also
contained some pictures of women appearing in few clothes according to their particular policy and
dependence on the entertainment industry as a source of income from advertisement.

In an interview with the respective newspaper editors they maintained that they all
abided by newspaper industry principles. Their anchormen in particular stated that they carefully select
the pictures to be presented to ensure that they contain sharpness and are visually Ieés offensive.
However, in practice they face a number of limitations and policy that prevents them from deoing as they
wish concerning photo quality and decency. All of the editors agreed that local newspapers that lack
and ideology are established merely as a tool to collect donations or make a profit from women's photos
and that kind of néwspaper is abhorrent, Nevertheless, their giving little space to women’s rights. All of
the newspapers selected photos based on the event not paying attention to the gender of the picture
object whether it is male of female. As for having the wornen appear as news objects, certain limitations
arise,especially the women’s tendency to be shy or too embarrassed to allow their pictures to appear in
the newspapers.

However, this research confirmed the limitations Thai women were facing as supported
by other research. That is, the small number of women news photos in local newspapers in the north
reflects the beliéf that women are still considered followers and less authoritative than
Men and their place is in the home. Moreover, as most news anchormen are men, they tend to overlook
women's rights promotion. Another interesting point discovered in this study was the fact
That there were 4 editors women editors on local newspapers. Nevertheless, this has not seemed to
improve the women's image since the picture selection did not treat with gender but mainly with events
and their effect on society.

Thus, this research on news photographys supports the concept that photos are an
important component to convey the message to readers as well as are Qraphics, color and font size.
Furthermore, photos make the newspaper attractive. But according to the principlés of newspper

publishing concerning its being an advantageous media over others in terms of detalls, the newspaper



devotes less space to pictures than to content since pictures are used merely to catch the attention of the
reader. Therefore, the fact that local newspapers contain few pictures of women cannot be not major

grounds for accusing them of not supporting women's rights.




