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Title: Prevalence of HLA B-27 in Acute Anteior Uveitis Patients

Abstract

Purpose: To determine the prevalence of HLLA B-27 antigen in the patients with acute anterior
uveitis,

Patients and Methods: During one-year period (September 2001 - September 2002)

49 patients with acute anterior uveitis who older than 18 year were exafnined in the Chiang Mai
University Eye Clinic. All of the patients underwent ophthalmic examination including visual.
acuity, slit lamp examination and applanation tonometry and were tested for HLA B-27 antigen
Results: HL.A B-27 antigen was found in 44.9% of acute anterior uveitis patients. There were
more male patients in HLA B-27 positive group (54.5%) when compare to those with HLA B-27
negative (33.3%). Patients with HLA B-27 positive tend to have worse initial visual acuity when
compared to those with HLA B-27 negative. No statistically significant difference in visual
outcome was found between both groups with acute anterior uveitis after treatment. Most of the
patients responded well with topical corticosteroids.

Conclusion: The prevalence of HLA B-27 among acute anterior uveitis patients in the Chiang
Mai University Eye Clinic was 44.9%. Patients with HLA B-27 positive tend to have worse initial

visual acuity when compared to those with HLA B-27 negative.



