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Abstract

This research was a survey study aimed to explore details related to accounts
and architectural styles of various Chedis surrounded by elephant decoration attractively located in
all regions of Thailand. There exist 29 of them, 5 in Muang Sukhothai, 3 in Muang Sri
Satchanalai, 3 in Muang Kamphangphet, 1 in Pitsanuloke, 5 in Muang Chaingmai, 2 in Wieng
Khumkam of Chingmai Province, 2 in Muang Chiangsaen, [ in Muang Nan, 1 in Muang Phrae,
3 in Krung 3ri Ayudhaya, 1 in Muang Nakomn Sri Thammarad, 1 in Muang Sting Pra of Songkhla
Province and 1 in Muang Sawee of Chumpom Province.

The study described that the style of Chedis surounded by elephant decoration
was one of the establishment symbols of the Sinhalese Nikaya Buddhism . The decorated styles
related to each religious format of the Sinhalese Nikaya Buddhism in each era. In this regard, it is
found that the style of elephant decoration includes 5 categories. They are —

1) Round shape Langa Chedi surrounded by elephant decoration.

2) Round shape Chedi surrounded by elephant decoratien in higher level.

3) Round shape Chedi located on “Prataksin Groundwork™ surrounded by

elephant decoration. |

4) Prasat Style Chedi located on “Prataksin Groundwork™ surrounded by

elephant decoration.

5) Chedi surrounded by elephant and directional arches decoration.

The appearance of these 5 styles of Chedi was customized into 3 different
periods of time. Each period should have been associated with the account of the Sinhalese
Nikaya Buddhism that distributed over Thailand as follows :-

18 th Century BC : It was the first time that this type of Chedi along with
expansion of the the Sinhalese Nikaya Buddhism emerged into Thailand principally in Nakorn Sri
Thamarad Province. The frist Chedi was named as “Pra Bharom Tad Chedi Nakorn Sri
Thamarad”,

20 th Century BC : It was the certain era that the Sinhalese Nikaya Buddhism
has been stably established in areas of Sukhothai, Lanna and Ayudhaya. All 17 Chedis
surrounded by elephant decoration materialized in this century were classified into 2 periods of
founding. The first half of 20" century comprised of 9 Chedis scattered around in the central and

northem regions, namely Chedi Wat Chang Lom, Chedi Wat Sorasak, Chedi Wat Chang Rob,



Chedi Wat Chang Lom Ban Saiyad in Muang Sukhothai; Chedi Wat Chang Lom in Muang Sri
Satchanalai; Pra Tad Chedi Wat Suan Dok and Pra Tad Chedi Wat Pra Singh in Muang Chiang
Mai; Pra Tad Chedi Wat Luang in Muang Prae and Chedi Prathan Wat Chang in Krung Sri
Ayudhaya. There existed 8 Chedis in the last half of the 20" century, namely Chedi Wat Pa
Deang Luang in Chiangmai, Chedi Rai Chang Lom in Wat Chedi Jed Taew of Srichanalai, Chedi
Chang Phuek and Chedi Wat Chang in Muang Kamphangphet; Chedi Prathan Wat Aranyick in
Muang Pitsanulok; Chedi Wat Pa Daeng Luang in Chiang Mai; Chedi Chang Lom Wat
Hasdawad and Chedi Prathan Wat Mahaeyong in Krung Sri Ayudhaya.

The emergence of these 15 Chedis should have been associated with the
Sinhalese Nikaya Buddhism ’s spread out significantly twice during the 20" Century. The first
dealt with the account of Pra Mahataen Sri Satha Racha Chulamunee who paid visit to the Langa
Island and brought back with him the Sinhalese Nikaya Buddhism influence. This event came
into sight during the connection of the 19" and 20" Centuries.

21th Century BC: It was the prosperous era of expansion the Sinhalese Nikaya
Buddhism in the light of new approach as the so — called “Singhol” This was countrywide
introduced by groups of monks from various cities led by Pra Maha Thamkhumpee who had
studied the manuscripts in Langa Island during mid 20" Century. The efforts of introduction the
the Sinhalese Nikaya Buddhism to communities in Ayudhaya, Sukhothai and Lanna territories
was very well acceptable and finally became under patronage of the King and his royal family
members. Of its substantial progress resulted in creating 11 more Chedis in style of elephant
decoration, They are Chedi Prathan Wat Nang Phaya in Muang Sri Satchanalai, Chedi Wat
Chang Rob in Muang Kamphangphet, Pra Tad Chedi Luang and Pra Tad Chedi Chiang Mun in
Muang Chiang Mai, Chedi Prathan Wat Hua Nong and Chedi Prathan Wat Chang Kum in Wieng
Khumkam, Chedi Wat Chang Phuek or Chang Kurn, Pra Tad Pu Kao in Muang Chiang Saen, Pra
Tad Chedi Wat Chang Kum in Muang Nan, Pra Barom Tad Sawee in Chumporn Province and Pra
Barom Tad Chedi Wat Pha Koa in Songkhla Province.

The study demonstrates understandable pictures of lengthy accounts of the
Sinhalese Nikaya Buddhism from several different Buddhist ways of disseminating into the
Kingdom of Thailand. It also makes available knowledge in areas of architectural styles and

development in designs of Chedis came into sight in difference periods of time,



