ABSTRACT

Purpose: To investigate the ocular bacterial flora in HIV positive patients and its sensitivity to
gentamicin,

Patients and Methods: This prospective study consisted of 91 HIV positive patients who visited
at cytomegalovirus retinitis clinic between May 2002 and April 2003. Anaerobic and zerobic
bacterial isolation and identification were performed from lower conjunctival fornix. The
antimicrobial sensitivity tests to gentamicin eye drop were obtained.

Results: Of the 91 patients, 37 were male and 54 were female. The mean age was 36.61 years +
7.49 SD. Cultures were positive from 22 % of conjunctival fornix swabs. The leading bacteria
isolated, in order of decreasing frequency, were Staphylococcus haemolyticus (56%),
Staphylococcus epidermidis (20%), Corynebacterium xerosis (12%), alpha-hemolytic
Streptococcus (7%), and Corynebacterium pseudodiphtheriticum (5%). The cultures grew
Staphylococcus haemolyticus, 4% resistance to gentamicin. Staphylococcus epidermidis,
Corynebacterium xerosis, alpha-hemolytic Streptococcus, and Corynebacterium
pseudodiphtheriticum were all sensitive to gentamicin.

Conclusions: Staphylococeus haemolyticus is a predominant ocular bacteria flora in HIV positive

patients. Most of bacterial flora found were sensitive to gentamicin.
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