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Abstract

This collection of traditional textile designs is a study on the
works of Tai Lue in Ban Don Chai and Ban Hua Nam, Tambon Silalaeng,
Pua District of Nan Province. This endeavour has grown out of the
interest whether the textile weavers still maintain their traditional
weaving designs or have made any modifications.in light of the changing
social and cultural environment. The study employed the methodologies
of direect observation and interviewing weavers in the two villages.

The interview of 33 weavers reveals that most weaving designs still
follow the inherited traditional fashions. Certain motifs like Lai Kab Bid
Dok Pao is more than one hundred years old, while some like Chang Chu
Nguang is said to come from the influence of those in older generation
who used to live in Xishuang Banna, or Lai Sataan is cited as a pattern
having Laotian origin.

However, the taste and preference in textile materials do change
with time and the weavers have to respond by diversifying their product
designs and modifying the detailed patterns to fit the size of final
products, and do so to meet the need of market and contract buyers.
Those weavers under study can. be said to be both conservationist and
innovator at the same time because they maintain the Tai Lue
craftmenship tradition while allowing the modification of detailed designs
to suite the style of modern wear and usage.. The consumers purchase of.
the woven materiats or products can be considered instrumental for
preserving the local Tai Lue intelligence in textile weaving arts as a
legacy.



