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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study, “Social Analysis for Conservation of Lamphun Ancient City” are: 1)
to study landuse pattern in Lamphun Ancient City; 2) to study policies, plans and projects (concerning
conservation of Lamphun Ancient City) from various agencies; 3) to propose guidelines for conservation of
Lamphun Ancient City; and 4) to study perception, ideas and needs of people in conservation of Lamphun
Ancient City.

The result of the study showed that Lamphun or Hariphunchai had a long history for over 1,300
years. The city was established by Vasuthep Ascetic and situated on the west bank of Kuang River. The
city plan was an oval shape (conch) surrounded by moat which presently can be seen only 3 sides on the
north, west, and south with a size of 500 x 1,100 meters or 0.55 square kilometers. The old city wall had
been demotished which now can be seen some remnant parts with seme traces of 6 city gates. The landuse
patterns within Lamphun Ancient City are for residential and commercial purposes with ncarly the same
proportion. There are many archeological sites within Lamphun Ancient City but 3 of them are fisted as
national archeological sites by the Department of Fire Arts which are: Wat Phra That Hariphunchai
Voramahaviharn, Chiang Yan Pagoda, and City Wall. There is also Hariphunchai ‘National Museum located
within the area. Moreover, there are many architectures which can be described as important cultural
heritage for Lamphun residents.

From different policies, plans and projects concemning Lamphun Province, there will be 2 projects
focusing in this study: the Study for Conservation and Development of Lamphun Ancient City as a World
Heritage, and Conservation and Development of Hariphunchai Ancient City. The researcher set up a goal
in order to conserve Lamphun Ancient City as “Living Historical City” and also proposed 5 guidelines for
‘conservation which are 1) designation of landuse classification as for conservation in order to promote Thai
cultural and art identity; 2) applying measures to control over buildings and constructions within Lamphun
Ancient City; 3) renovation of archeological sites; 4) promotion of tourism activities within Lamphun
these 2 projects; the Study for Conservation and Development of Lamphun Ancient City as a World

Heritage, and Conservation and Development of Hariphunchai Ancient City.



The study of perception, ideas and needs of agencies and local people toward conservation of
Lamphun Aﬁcient City showed that only half of the samples had known about those 2 projects and from
radio, relatives and friends. But most of them did not know about 3 listed archeological sites within
Lamphun Ancient City.

The samplers expected Lamphun City to have image as historical-cuttural-archeological city and
also healthy-peaceful-environment city by which they agreed that the conservation of Lamphun Ancient City
would make their lives better. Besides, most of them agreed with the ideas of prohibition of landuée in 14
activities such as industry, animals farms, solid waste disposal, and slaughterbouse. Almost all of the
samplers agreed with the idea to conserve and develop area within Lamphun Ancient City as the center for
ecotourism of Lamphun Province. They also agreed with 8 conservation projects proposed by the researcher
for examples: control over design of the buildings to be conformed with archeological sites, develop Nong
Dok Market as 2 place to sell OQTOP and agricultural products to tourists, and demolish advertising boards
which were installed ocutside the buildings and would allow only the ones which were installed parallel with
. the buildings.

The conservation of Lamphun Ancient City as for cultural heritage of Lamphun Province should be
implemented by cooperation among various sectors and it should be carried out on the basis of the needs of

local people. The results of this study will be valuable for application in other related studies.



