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Conditions and Problems in English Learning and Teaching on Level 3-4 in Pilot Schools
for B.E. 2544 Basic Education Curriculum Implementation,

Chiang Mai Province

Abstract

The purposes of this study were 1) to investigate conditions and problems in
English learning and teaching on levels 3-4 in pilot schools for B.E. 2544 Basic Education
Curriculum Implementation, Chiang Mai Province 2) to compare the students’ opinions on
English learning and teaching on levels 3-4 for classified sizes, and 3) to compare the
students' opinions on English learning and teaching between level 3 and level 4 students.
The research instrument were closed and open ended questionnaires. The samples used
in this study consisted of 1,430 students chosen by stratified random sampling from
15,059 students of levels 3-4 and 58 teachers chosen by purposive sampling from 91
teachers.

The pilot study was first conducted with 20 students and 4 teachers and later it
was conducted again with 217 students and 14 teachers. To establish the instrument’s
reliability, the Cronbach’s coefficient of alpha was used to test the 217 responses and the
reliability was 0.88. 1,650 copies of questionnaires were distributed to 10 pilot schools in
the second semester of the 2004 academic year and there were 1,430 copies returned.
The data were analyzed through the statistical package program and the open ended
guestionnaires were analyzed descriptively. The significant difference was tested at 0.01
and 0.05 level. The following statistical analyses used were frequency, percentage,
mean, standard deviation, t-test, one-way ANOVA (F-test) and Scheffe's test.

The results of the study were as follows:

- 1) There were more female students than male students in the sampling group.
Most of their parents were employees and earned less than 10,000 baht a month. Most
students learned English with Thai teachers and they began learning English in a Primary
school. Their first three problems in learning English were teaching methods, a lack of

English grammar knowledge, and time for practicing. Students from all sizes of schools,



small medium and large, liked English subject and wanted to improve their English skills.
Their opinions towards the importance of English grammar were at high level.

2) Most teachers were female who finished a bachelor degree and had never
been aboard before. They conducted few researches and hardly produced instructional
media. They were more overburdened with other tasks than their instructional ones
ranging from high to the highest level. They wanted to develop their abilities in listening
and speaking abilities ranging from high to the highest level. All teachers agreed that
English grammar was essential to English learning because it helped communication
effective and precise.

3) When comparing students’ opinions on learning English, students from all
sizes of schools liked English subject at high level and wanted to develop their abilities in
listening, speaking, reading, and writing at high level. However, students from all sizes of
schools wanted to develop all of their English skills differently. ‘Students in small and
medium sizes of schools wanted to develop all skills in learning English at higher level
than students in large size of schools.

4) When comparing students’ opinions on learning English between level 3 and
level 4 students, level 4 students wanted to develop their English skills at higher level than
level 3 students.

The problems the teachers found in learning and teaching English were:

1) The curriculum was too ideal to put into practice. The standard of curriculum
was suitable to the performance level of students in town. The study time of English was
not enough so the students had a little time to practice all English skills.

2) The students had little and different background in English. They hardly had
reading and searching habits.

3) There was a shortage of budget in buying and producing instructional media.

4) The teachers used old teaching methods and traditional evaluation means

and had no chance to be trained through the new methods.





