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Abstract

Thai Language Skills and Desired Characteristics of First Year Students .
Majoring in Thai Faculty of Education, Chiang Mai University

Boonrawd Chotivachira

The purposes of this research were to investigate Thai language skills and to study
desired characteristics of first-year students, Majoring in Thai, Faculty of Education, Chiang
Mai University.

The target group was 19 first — year students, majoring in Thai, Faculty of
Education. They took the usage of Thai language course (050100) doing the first semester of
the academic year 2006.

Data for this study came from a thai language four — skill Test and a student’s
desired characteristic questionnaire. By using SPSS for window, statistical procedures used in
analyzing the data included percent, mean, and standard deviation.

Results indicated as follow : -

I. From the Thai language four — skill Test, the students had high level of Thai
language skills. The mean of Thai language four-skill test was 80.44 % , which higher than a
pre-set criterion (60%) For each skill, the researcher found that the mean of listening skill was
at 84.91% The mean of speaking skill was at 69.83% , the mean of reading skills was at 82.81%
and the mean of writing skill 84.21% . In overall, the students had high level of listening, writing,
and reading skills. Whereas, they had average level of speaking skill.

2. From the questionnaire, when the students were asked to evaluate themselves, they
thought that they had very good relationships with the teacher, friends, and collages. In general,
they thought that they had some desired characteristics at good level. For example, they could use
Thai language in communication, effectively. They were proud in their careers as Thai teacher.
They were responsible and interested in studying. They had self-regulation and they cared for

their local wisdom and culture.



Some desired characteristics that the students thought that they had at average level were
their subject knowledge, their Thai pronunciation and their talent in Thai language.

According to the teacher’s evaluation the teacher thought that in overall the students had
desired characteristics at very good level. Only some desired characteristics that the teacher
considered that the students had at good level, which were their handwriting and their proud of
being Thai teacher. The teacher believed that the students’s talent in Thai language was at average
level.

From the researcher’s evaluation. The researcher belived that students’s desired
characteristics such as punctuality, responsibility, and interest of Thai subject were at very good
level. In overall, students’desired characteristics were at good level. However, somé desired
characteristics, the researcher thought that the students had at average level such as their creative

thinking and pedagogical knowledge.



